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Abstract 

 

The objectives of this qualitative research were to describe the manpower and manpower 

development for providing Thai Traditional Medicine in Krabi Province, and to identify obstacles 

to the development.  The sample comprised 1� persons including government personnel (12 

persons) and private sector personnel (5 persons).  The research instrument was an questionnaire 

which was checked by 5 experts and used to collect information by in-depth interview together 

with field recording and non-participatory observation.  Information was checked by the 

triangulation method.  Data were analyzed using content analysis. 

The findings indicated that the government manpower for providing Thai Traditional 

Medicine in Krabi Province comprised trainees in ayuravaj and massage.  The ayuravaj worked at 

all levels of the health service and included 1 person in Krabi hospital, 8 persons in � community 

hospitals, and 5 persons in 5 public health centres.  There were 10 massage trainees in Krabi 

hospital, and 3 persons in community hospitals, but there were no persons trained in massage in 

the �2 public health centres.  In the private sector, manpower for providing Thai Traditional 

Medicine was available in spas and massage parlours, where there were 10 persons trained in 

massage pay 13  15 beds.  In addition, there were 2 persons registered as Thai traditional 

doctors, one running a treatment clinic and the other running a Thai traditional pharmacy. 

Manpower development for providing Thai Traditional Medicine in government and 

private sectors was different.  The government sector had a policy for personnel development at 

least once a year by organizing a training, conference study visit and study visit the operation of 

providing Thai Traditional Medicine.  The private sector had no clear policy for personnel 

development.  There were only 2 places that organized training of personnel from the time of 



starting work.  Some massage trainees both in the government and in the private sector undertook 

self-development by additional massage training in a 3�2-hour syllabus. 

The obstacles to manpower development for providing Thai Traditional Medicine 

differed in the government and private sectors.  The important obstacles in the government sector 

included 1) lack of personnel  not all personnel could be sent for training, despite of the policy, 

and 2) loss of personnel  some persons retired so that they could receive higher compensation at 

another place.  The obstacles in the private sector included 1) spending work time for training 

meant missing work and not receiving compensation and a percentage share of the income, and 2) 

personnel who wanted self-development had to be self-supporting. 

These findings can be used as a guideline for determining the policy and planning for 

increasing the manpower and manpower development for providing Thai Traditional Medicine in 

both the government and the private sector health service. 
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