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Sexual behavior and usage of emergency contraceptive pills in teenage

women in Southern Thailand
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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine sexual behavior and usage of
emergency contraceptive pills (ECPs) in teenage women in Southern Thailand. Ore thousand and
twenty - eight students participated in this study. Subjects were high school, vocational school
and university students in Southemn Thailand. The tool of this study was a questionnaire,
regarding their demographic characteristics, sexual behavior, and experiences of using ECPs and
knowledge about ECPs. Content validity for the tool was assessed by the experts. Kuder-
Richardson formular was used to analyse the part of knowledge regarding ECPs and was found to
be 0.908. Descriptive statistics and oné-way ANOQVA test were used for data analysis. The results
revealed that most subjects had boy friends. The proportion who rc_poned having expenenced of
sexual relationship was a majority group from vocational school students. Great of them did not
prevent themselves from STIs and pregnancy for their first sexual intercourse. Unprotected sexual
intercourse, lack of preventing knowledge and misuse of birth control method were the causes of
pregnancy. Male condom was the highest used method, followed by ECPs. Regarding
experiences of using ECPs subjects who had ever used ECPs used with immegular frequency.
Mostly, males bought ECPs for their partners. Most of ECPs users told that they read the drug
label every time before they used. Majority of ECPs users indicated that the actions for pregnancy
prevention of ECPs was less than 80%. However, condom was the most effective method
followed by regular oral contraceptive pills and ECPs, respectively. Regarding knowiedge of
ECPs, the knowledge level of high school students and vocational school students were low while
the knowledge level of undergraduate students was moderate. This finding could be used as a data
base for family planning and the teenage organizers to prevent umwanted pregrancy among
teenage women by distributing information about ECPs. Useful for developmng famity planning
courses in school since high school and campaign for giving knowledge regarding ECPs 1o

students, teachers and parents.
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