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Abstract

This study explores a text of Southern Thai literature, “Sappha Li Huan,” which uses the
technique of reverse speech throughout the story. I approach the text from the perspective
of the sociology of literature, which focuses on three aspects of literature: text, author or
creator, and readers or receivers, including the ways in which a text has been
disseminated and received. This approach helps clarify the position of this poem in Thai
society.

The findings show that this piece of work makes use of reverse speech techniques, the
playful pattem of the Thai language which has long existed in society as employed by
various poets in both written and oral literatures, frequently to talk about sex in an
indirect manner. Apart from this, this story adopts the tradition of composing a romantic
tale, a familiar kind of Thai literature identifiable, in terms of prosody and pr&scntation
technique. In the story, even though the poet uses sexual reverse speech, the main focus is
not on sexual activities but on the creation of humorous subtext based on the “hidden”
code of sexual meaning, which accompanies the psychological technique of creating
humor and playing with words of Thai people. I find that the author, though anonymous,
was a connoisseur of the arts, equipped with a profound knowledge of literature. The
history of the publication and dissemination of this work reveais that, although it has
been considered “taboo,” it has actually spread widely in both oral and written forms,
including such modem electronic media as the internet, and this in turn makes the story
well-known. It has exerted significant influence on later works which imitate its style of
writing.

The results of studying of this work from the perspective of the sociology of literature
demonstrates that the relations among the aforementioned elements are necessary for its

continuing solid presence in Thai society despite its not being regarded as first-rate That
literature.
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