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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the impacts of The Socio - economic Factors and Working
Culture in Para-rubber Plantation in relating to Environmental and Health Impacts of Para-rubber
Smallholders in Tumbon Maroebotok, Amphoe Rangae, Changwat Narathiwat. Research data
were collected using both qualitative and quantitative methods. The qualitative data were
collected from 15 families while the quantitative data were collected from 158 families using

simple sampling and specified sampling. Research data were collected by means of interviews.

Regarding general practice in para-rubber production process, it was found that the
research subjects has an impact on both their living environment including plants, animals, soil,
water and their health including physical, mental, social and spiritual health. Results concerning
the general Good Agricultural Practice for Para Rubber (GAP) production process, the level of
understanding in rubber production and they were contented with their rubber production career
and The impact of para-rubber production process on environment and the farmers’ health.
Results concerning relationship between socio-economic and working culture of the farmers and
the environmental impact, it was found 3 variables revealed the research subjects’ practice in
para-rubber production process, understanding in rubber production process and their content on

their rubber production career were correlated with the environmental impact.

Regarding the health impact, it was found 4 variables revealed that the number of

workers, the content in their production process, The knowledge and understanding in the
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working process and their rubber production career was found conversely correlated with the

farmers’health.

To reduce the above mentioned problems the improvement and adjustment of para-
rubber production process should be done. The knowledge and better understanding in forms and
process in rubber production process, as well as in latex transforming process should be promoted.
Finally, effect of chemicals used in the rubber production process to the environment and the

farmers’ health should be informed.
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