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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to investigate causes and effects of
domestic violence on Thai Muslim married couples in Satun Province, and to find out
ways to manage the problem of domestic violence among Thai Muslim married
couples in Satun Province. The data were collected using in-depth interviews with
three groups of key informants. 1) A group of 15 spouses with domestic violence; 2)
A group of 15 parents and relatives of married couples with domestic violence; and
3) A group of four officials of the OSCC (One Stop Crisis Center). In addition, data
were collected from a brainstorming meeting and a critique meeting attended by 15
religious leaders, 15 local leaders and 15 Muslim academics. The data were analyzed
using content analysis in which the principles of logic were used in comparisons
between related concepts, theories, and research reports along with the contexts.
Then descriptions of the phenomena were compiled and presented.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. It was found that four causes of domestic violence among Thai
Muslim married couples in Satun Province were infidelity, forced marriage, husband’s
alcohol and drug abuses, and lack of readiness for married life.

2. The effects of domestic violence on Thai Muslim married couples
were found to be in four aspects. Wives were injured physically and mentally; it
caused family problems, especially divorces, and chaos; children imitate the

behavior they had observed, and it irritated and discontented their neighbors.
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3. For problem management, four main activities integrated with
Istamic principles were found. They were self-socialization, studying Islam, studying
and learning the Al Quoran, and religious lectures. These were activities that
emphasized behavioral analysis to induce self-learning, self-development, changes in
attitude, value and behavior, solve problems of conflict, and develop the mind so
that it was prosperous with moral ethics and discipline that enabled them to live

happily in society.
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VIOLENCE

Using
Coercion & Threats
Making and/or carrying
out threats to hurt someone;
= Threatening to leave

= Commit suicide

= Preventing someone
from working.

= Making them ask for money

= Giving an allowance

= Taking their money

=No access to family income

- Putting someone down
illegal be- ! = Making them feel bad

Using Dominance
Treating someonc like a servant
=Makingall the big decisions
= Acting like the

“Boss of the Castle”
= Being the one
to define all roles

Makinga person foel
guilty aboutthe children | Makinglight of the
= Using childrento relay | abuse and not taking

MKESSAges concems seriously
=Using visitation for = Saying abuse did not happen
harassment = Shifting responsibility

= Laying blame

mwﬁl 1 The Power and Control Wheel

‘17'1lm : Victims of Crime Assistance League Inc NSW. (2013).
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Violence against Spouses in Thailand

Sojirat Supanitwatthana 1
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Abstract

This article’s purpose is to present the analysis and synthesis of the research which in
topic of the violence against spouses in Thailand. This article contains documents researches and
general analytical descriptions. The result of this study shows that the violence against spouses
has been increasing. Mostly, it was the husband who assaulted his wife irrespective of his
economic status, occupation or religion. There are many facts that relate to this problem which
includes people, society, family and environment. The beginning of the violence is the argument
between the spouses. Just only a little argument can lead to violence. This violence can also lead
to battery of his wife. There’s not only wound from the violence but also emotional disturbance.
This problem impacts to the family, family’s member, society which can lead to economic and
social problems. Importantly, this violence also leads to divorce. However, from many researches,
there are many ways to decrease the violence and increase family’s relation such as society’s
assistance and law.

Keywords - Domestic Violence, Violence against Spouses, Social problem

INTRODUCTION

Family is the primary institution closely tied to everyone’s life. It plays an
important role in molding or building human personality and other basic cultural traits
such as family system organization, training and teaching, cultivating habits and
personality, and building basic orderliness and disciplines for controlling the behavior.
Conflicts are a social process occurring when individuals have different aims and values.
The difference is usually in their perception rather than a real difference. Differences
between spouses are the perceptions that do not concord, leading to dissatisfaction and
decreasing level of trust and respect for each other. It inhibits good feelings towards
each other and obstructs the possibility to cooperate for their desired aims. This can
happen when one’s action obstructs or disturbs the other’s action in achieving his/her
aims. Or it can be that husbands or wives have different values, interests, concepts,
methods and aims but want to be connected or spend their life together even when
there are such incongruence (Wisalaphorn, 1999).

Violence against spouses or husband and wife in Thailand is a complex matter
which occurs in many forms. It can be viewed from various aspects and hence, seems to
result from various causes: personal factors, family system, community and society
factors. Violence against spouses is the behavior and actions which infringe personal
rights in the form of physical, psychological, verbal and sexual assault by forcing,
intimidating, physically harming, threatening, and hindering freedom both in the public

1 Student, Master of Arts in Human and Social Development Regular Program
Department of Educational Foundation Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla
University, Thailand, E-mail: lay_say@hotmail.com

Z ph.D. (Research Methodology), Lecturer, Department of Educational Foundation
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla University, Thailand, E-mail:
lkasetchai@yahoo.com
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and in private life. It can be physical and/or psychological assaults on each other
resulting in the victim suffering both psychologically and physically. Assaulting women
by a spouse or husband is one form of violence against women; it cuts off the woman'’s
rights in her body and life and obstructs the existence of sex equality and the
development of peacefulness. Violence against spouses is the connection between
conflicts and violence and hence makes it difficult to prevent since many people in the
society believe that disagreements or conflicts between husband and wife are normal to
all families so the problem is usually dealt with only when it becomes serious and
eventually violent. Yoddamnoen-Adtidge, 2003; Thompson-Wichitranon and Phongwet,
2000; Phromrak, 2007; Phuaen Ying Foundation, 2005; Khongsakon, 2006; Saenprasit et
al, 2010).

The 2013 annual summary report of the frequency of domestic violence by
Violence against Children and Women and Domestic Violence Information Center
(2013) showed that the frequency of violence were rather high during 2010 up to 2013.
There were 949 cases of violence in 2010, 1065 cases in 2011, 887 cases in 2012 and
776 cases in 2013. As can be seen, the frequencies did not decrease to the level in 2008
of only 54 cases.

Violence against spouses scenarios reflect the reality that the assault of a wife
has continually become more serious in degree. Husbands who assault their wives were
of all economic status, occupation, nationality or religion (Sonkin et al, 1985). The
statistics showed that there were 22,639 cases of women and children seeking asylum at
the One Stop Crisis Center (OSCC) in 2011. Among them, 8,336 cases (36.82%) were
those with the spouses who assaulted being family members or closely-related persons
and 1,950 cases (8.61%) being strangers. Besides, it was found that husbands were the
persons who assaulted their wife most frequently (5,786 cases, 52.03%) and such
assaults eventually led to divorces. This is in accordance with Phromrak’s study (2007)
which found that the experience in domestic violence of women who retaliated with a
divorce and those who did so by not divorcing included physical, psychological, verbal
and sexual assault.

The violence against spouses in Thailand has been increasing. Moreover, this
problem is also complex problem. There are many forms and causes which includes
people, society, family and environment. This problem affects to the family, family’s
member, society. The study to find causes and affectations in this problem is important.
The result of this study will be important information for people and organization which
relate to this problem which can use for policy formulation for defending and solving the
violence against spouses. Lastly, this information can be a guidance to create an ideal
family for society.

Objective
This article aimed to analyze and synthesize the theories, concepts and research
about violence against spouses.

Research Methodology

This article is documentary research, aimed to analyze and synthesize the
theories, concepts and research about violence against spouses. in Thailand and which
focuses on four issues. 1) Definition of violence against spouses 2) Causes and
characteristics of violence against spouses 3) Impacts of violence against spouses 4)
Ways to solve problems of violence against spouses, The content uses the gathered data
to categorize, analysis, synthesis and summarize in general analytical description.
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Definition of violence against spouses

Violence against spouses means any kind of violent action stemming from sexual
prejudice and resulting in physical, psychological and sexual torture of the assaulted
spouses. This is in accordance with the academics who believe that violence is the
behavior and action which infringe personal rights physically, psychologically, verbally
and sexually by forcing, threatening, assaulting, intimidating, hindering freedom both in
the public and in private life. The victims suffer physically and psychologically. Violence
against spouses is a complicated matter which comes in many forms and can be viewed
from various different angles and hence, can be seen as resulting from many factors:
personal factors, family system, community and society (Thompson-Wichitranon and
Phongwet, 2000; Phromrak, 2007; Phuaen Ying Foundation, 2005).

The meanings above can be summarized as follows. Most violence against
spouses is done by husbands on wives. The physical, psychological and sexual assaults
on women is done to exhibit male power of the husband to force the woman to do
something that he wants her to do or not to do without considering her personal rights.
The husbands use different forms and levels of intensity which can be physical attack,
causing physical wounds ranging from minor to more serious ones or even death if
weapons are used. Physical assaults not only hurt physically but also psychologically.
This so-called ‘violence’ not only means physical assault which could yield psychological
wounds as well but also means verbal assaults like cursing, speaking sarcastically and
ridiculing with sarcasm. Besides, there is violence not done by physical or verbal
assaults but by the husbands’ behavior that causes psychological wounds such as
adultery, having other women, or having minor wives. These result in psychological pain
and eventually the use of verbal, physical and psychological assaults that hurt the
victims physically, psychologically and verbally.

Causes and characteristics of violence against spouses

Violence against spouses who have conflicting characteristics can lead to
domestic problems: house divided, mental health, economic and social problems. These
various problems, if chronic, serious and left unattended can become a problem in the
country development. The conflicts can be caused by many factors as follows (Straus
and Gelles, 1989; Hemmanat)

1.Risk time Each day, the spouses are together for many hours so the
opportunities for violence to happen is more ample compared to other groups of people,
even those who have to spend a lot of time together like colleagues.

2. Scope of activities and interests Social interaction of other groups of
people usually has specific aim but that between spouses covers a wider variety of
activities. Hence, the conflicts and unexpected events are more probable.

3. Intensity of relationship. ~ Since husband and wife have intimate
relationship, they feel more disturbed when one of them does wrong than when other
people do. The intensity of conflicts is related to the level of closeness between the
people which will be more intense than that between strangers because each partner
will try to conceal their displeasure and after some time, the emotion becomes more
severe and ready to explode. When that time comes, the matter may not be confined to
the cause of the problem but may embrace other issues as well. The closer the
relationship, the more emotional one becomes and the harder to express displeasure
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and eventually the higher the tendency to suppress the feeling. If the suppression of
feeling is done for a long time, it is necessary to let it out.

4. Activities which may clash. Activities of spouses are zero sums—when one
gains, the other will lose. Conflicts can occur when the activities each wants to do are not
in concordance with each other’s, for example, one wants to go to the movie but the
other wants to go play sports. Or it could be because each has his/her own habit and
routine like one is sloppy, leaving things around while the other has to pick them up.

5. Rights to specify behavior. The marriage partners have the right to specify
each other’s behavior. Hence, dissatisfaction with other’s behavior can be overblown to
the state of trying to change his/her behavior.

6. Differences in age and sex. A marriage couple consists of persons of different
sex and age and so are likely to have different world view and culture, resulting in
conflicts in culture between husband and wife and parents and children. Besides, values,
social and economic condition, advances in technology, and cultural patterns also bring
about differences in the relationship.

7. Inherent roles. Sex equality specified by the society is based on the differences
in biology. In the society which emphasizes equality between sexes, sex discrimination
in the couple has a high tendency to result in conflicts. However, even when there is no
above-mentioned discrepancy, there is still high level of latent conflicts.

8. Personal space between husband and wife. In many societies, rules and
regulations specifying relationship between spouses often turn into a wall preventing
the society to step in to control the situation and solve the problem. The nucleus family
format in industrial town is the clearest example.

9. High level of stress. The relationship between spouses is unstable because of
many factors. Generally, dyadic relationship has a tendency to be unstable. Moreover,
the spouses have to face major structural changes which are natural in the family life
cycle, for example, birth, children reaching maturity, children development at each stage
of life, becoming old, and retirement, etc. These changes greatly affect the feeling of the
spouses and make them more stressed than other groups of people.

Physical assault on wives can first happen at any stage of time they live together.
The starting point is when they face problems between them and then so much stress is
built up that negative interaction occurs. When husbands lose control of their emotion,
even trivial arguments can result in violence and the first physical assault occurs. After
that, the vicious circle of violence begins. That is, stress leads to argument or quarrel and
physical assault. The circle usually finishes by the husbands’ repentance and the wives’
forgiveness. However, the couple does not actually deal with the problem and again fall
into this vicious circle which usually becomes more intense. The three main reasons for
violence against spouses are as follows (Parimuttho, 2010; Kanchanakun, 1997;
Kaewfan, 2007; Daen-khunthod, 2011; Saenprasit et al.,2010; Phuawongphat, 1994).

1. Conflicts in living everyday life such as different habit, attitude, and

personality as of an individual or that inherited from each own family.
Husbands can be a beau, quick-tempered, aggressive, and addicted to
something such as alcohol.

2. Problems related to the family life such as finance, life quality and problems

of family members who are not aware of their roles and responsibility.

3. Severe family conflicts such as adultery, serious quarrel which leads to

physical assault on each other or domestic problem which is not possible to
handle and so finally the family can be broken.

Impacts of violence against spouses
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The problem of violence against spouses results in imbalanced family and
eventually more complex family problems. The violence affects people involved in three
following ways (Ward et al, 2001; Wolfe et al, 2003; Shipman et al, 1999; Hemmanat,
1990; Phuawongphat, 1994; Kanchanakun, 1997; Siprasert, 2005; Phromrak, 2007).

1. Impacts on wives being assaulted. Besides physical wounds that need to be
cured, assaults also cause psychological wounds hidden inside the assaulted all their life.
This psychological illness is usually not treated.

2. Impacts on family. Violence against spouses has bad effects on family
members, especially those in their teens or the young ones who would be directly and
seriously affected. They will have a negative picture of family relationship and that will
result in undesirable life quality. They can become aggressive, recalcitrant and pay no
attention to their study. Children exposed to violence in their family are not normal
because they are stressed, depressed and worried and so emotionally and behaviorally
affected. In short, they are deserted and probably hurt physically. They will learn and
absorb the violence through social training and disciplines. From the study about child
wanderers, child drug addict and child thieves and bully, it was found that they usually
come from family with domestic violence. Divorce is one way a wife can retaliate her
husband for the physical assault he has made. It is considered the most severe way to
end the domestic violence. For those who cannot divorce because their husbands refuse
to will have to tolerate and learn how to deal with the problem and probably to solve it.
Sometimes they turn to religion, hoping that when their husbands get older, their
violent behavior will decrease.

3. Impacts on society and community. Domestic violence causes both economic
and social problems—neglected elderly, drug addiction, deserted children, quarrelling,
cursing and fighting in the family which annoy neighbors and disturb the community
peacefulness. Husband and wife separate or divorce; children may run away from home
and wander around, causing another social problem. The economic effects can be seen
in enormous expenses needed in solving the problem, whether they are health care,
social welfare or the loss of production that the people involved in the violence may
yield.

Ways to solve problems of violence against spouses

The information above shows that violence against spouses results from various
causes and yields great impact on the Thai society such as divorce, neglected children
and youths and drug addiction. The problem of violence against spouses urgently needs
to be addressed and prevented and organizations involved in the issue are aware of the
problem; the government has especially issued the Domestic Violence Victims
Protection Act (in force in November 13, 2007) which aims to protect those who are
domestically assaulted. In the case of violence against spouses that husbands assault
wives, not only the wives’ physical and psychological rights is infringed but the
problems in public health also occurs, affecting the development of the society as a
whole. Hence, the society should be aware of the significance of the problem and try to
find the solution to it. Some recommendations on the solution to the problems include
the followings (Kelly, 2009, Charan-anon, 2006; Misat, 2010; Achwanitkun and Im-em,
2003; Yiamphim, 2005).

1. Short term measure includes campaigning so that all mechanics
in the government and private networks cooperate in cultivating love and
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peace in their own community, training policemen and officers in other
judicial institutions for skills in handling cases of violence against children
and women, setting up consultation system for life skills before getting
married or other issues.

2. Long term measure includes the government’s announcement of
policy to end violence against women as the national agenda to get to the
root of the problem. Local agencies should campaign to educate people that
domestic violence is everyone’s problem, not the problem of one family. The
community has to take part in preventing and solving the problem of
domestic violence. There should be a monitoring system in the community
and everyone has to take part in the organization. All can help one another
when there is domestic violence. In short, there must monitor, prevent and
assist the victims of the violence. Activities to rehabilitate the victims in the
community should be organized.

The government has issued the policy to protect the victims of violence against
spouses in 2007 but in practice, it was found that the policy is not clear cut, difficult to
implement and not possible to follow both in terms of the content and the context of the
policy. Hence, the government should be more pro-active in dealing with the problem.

It can be said that handling the problem of violence against spouses needs
cooperation from all sectors—the government which issues policies, local organizations
which implement them or even the community which is closer to the people than any
other organizations can also help deal with the problem.

Conclusion and recommendation

Violence against spouses is a physical, psychological and sexual assault. The
physical assault can be of various degrees of intensity resulting in physical wounds
ranging from minor to critical ones or even death with the use of weapons. The violent
behavior of husbands creates wounds which are painful and chronic, affecting the wives
both mentally and physically. The causes of the violence include personal factors, family
system, community and society. It affects the victims physically, mentally and verbally
and also the family, community and society. The way to solve such problem includes
both long term and short term measure. Hence people and organizations involved must
be aware of the problem and attach importance to it. They should seriously find
measures and guidelines in solving the problem. The information from this research can
be useful to people and organizations involved to use the results of the analysis and
synthesis to specify policies in preventing and solving the problem which, in turn, will
help promote peaceful families with love and understanding among members so that
they can become a prototype family for people to eventually learn about how to deal
with the problem.
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research in which the data has been collected through an in-depth
interview amongst 2 major groups of respondents including 1) 15 couples abusing violence to each
other 2) 15 people affected from the violence’s of the couples. The obtained data was initially analyzed
by categorizing the sort of conflict issues. Later the content of conflict is logically analyzed base upon
perception, theory, and related researches. The result indicates that the abuse of violence against Thai
Muslim spouses in Satun is the result of 4 major causes comprising 1) adultery 2) involuntary marriage
3) alcohol consumption and drug abuse in husband and 4) lack of readiness for couple life. These lead
to 4 serious effects including 1) psychological and physical injury of wife 2) family unrest and divorce
3) the imitation of improper behavior by offspring and 4) neighbor disturbance.

Keywords: Cause, Impacts, Violence against spouses, Thai Muslim Spouses

1. Introduction

The relationship in family between spouses in today’s Thai society presents the diversity and variation
according to economic and social conditions where wife is forced to find more work outside in order to
earn more money to support the family’s well-being. The family time where members can discuss is
lessened leading to misunderstanding about the role of wife and husband. Often, families are in the
difficulty and the relationship between couple is affected, as well the conflict arises and neither of the
spouses expresses their dissatisfaction. Once the silent argue is accumulated, stress and eventually
violence are much likely to follow. (Yoddamnoen-Adtidge, 2005; Phuaen Ying Foundation, 2005;
Khongsakon, 2006; Promrak, 2007; Sanprasit, Boonprakob, Kongsakon, & Intarakamhang, 2011)
Violence against spouses or husband and wife in Thailand is a complex matter, which occurs in many
forms. It can be viewed from various aspects and hence, seems to be resulted from various causes:
personal factors, family system, community, and society factors. Violence against spouses is the
behavior and actions, which infringe personal rights in the form of physical, psychological, verbal and
sexual assault by forcing, intimidating, physically harming, threatening, and hindering freedom both in
the public and in private life. It can be physical and/or psychological assaults on each other resulting in
the victim suffering both psychologically and physically. Assaulting women by a spouse or husband is
one form of violence against women; it cuts off the woman’s rights in her body and life and obstructs
the existence of sex equality and the development of peacefulness. Violence against spouses is the
connection between conflicts and violence and hence makes it difficult to prevent since many people in
the society believe that disagreements or conflicts between husband and wife are normal to all families
so the problem is usually dealt with only when it becomes serious and eventually violent. (Pongwech &
Wijitranon, 2000; Yoddamnoen-Adtidge, 2003; Thompson-Wichitranon and Phongwet, 2000;
Phromrak, 2007; Phuaen Ying Foundation, 2005; Khongsakon, 2006; Saenprasit et al, 2010).

The violence against spouses reveals numerous incidents, which reflect that wife assault has become
more severe in which the people who commit the hostility are from all economic status, occupations,
religions and nationalities (Sonkin, Martin, & Walker, 1985). Apparently, the situation regarding
women assault is likely to rise dramatically, within only a year (2555-2556) the figure grew rapidly to
35 percent throughout 2556. According to the summarization of violence among spouses and toward
women of 2556, it is said that 31,996 women had been assaulted throughout the year, 87 women a day
or 3 women an hour whereas in 2555 there were 20,582 women or 56 cases a day. The violence is most
intensive in women age between 24 and 45, accounting for 74 percent. The first important problem
founded is body assaulting in 9699 women, accounting for 77 percent. The second most frequent
problem is sexual harassment 2,226 women or 18 percent. 53 percent of the doers is husband or spouse
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and main factors are stemmed from adultery, jealousy and assault (One Stop Crisis Center (OSCC),
2011; Violence against Children and Women and Domestic Violence Information Center, 2013) which
conforms to the study of Promrak (2007) and Pradabmuk, (2003) reveals that the experience regarding
violence in the family of a women who response with divorce and no divorce can be found in forms of
physical violence, verbal violence, psychological violence and sexual violence
The problem regards the violence against spouses in Thailand exhibits the high growth and is
considered complex. There are various forms and can be viewed from many aspects that they are
resulted from a number of factors including individual factor, family system factor, community factor
and society factor in which the committed violence affects both people who commit the violence
themselves, family and also community and society. The violence against spouses can occur all the
time as well a slight argument could eventually contribute to the violence. Consuming alcohol is
among major causes resulting in the violence as intoxication generally result in the assault toward
spouses (Kaewfan, 2007). The violence, furthermore, is caused by the factors regarding general
argument in daily life, and making a living such as financial problem, living quality problem and
problem from family members who do not realize their own roles and duty. The factor stemmed from
the severe family conflicts such as adultery or having new wife or husband is also taken into account.
The other obvious factor leading to violence is serious quarrel which leads to physical assault on each
other or domestic problem which is not possible to handle and so finally the family can be broken.
(Parimuttho, 2010)
The researcher, consequently, perceived the significant necessity of studying the cause and effect of
violence against spouses in Thai Muslim in Satun province in order to investigate the cause of violence
between spouses who abuse the violence and how does the action impact. The research finding will
become precious and useful information for concerning personnel and authorities to designate the
policy to solve and prevent violence against spouses before such problems become more severe until it
is impossible to handle, apply the finding guideline concretely to build a peaceful family with love and
understanding which can be a role model for further study.
2. Methods
This qualitative research employs the data collection methods by conducting the in-depth interview
with 2 major groups of respondents in Satun province including 1) 15 spouses who experience abusing
violence between each other 2) 15 people affected from the violence of the couples. The obtained data
is later initially analyzed by categorizing the sort of conflict issues. After that, the content of conflict is
rationally analyzed base upon logical perception, theory and related researches.
3. Results and discussion
This article mainly presents the result of information analysis in terms of causes and impacts of
violence against spouses. In each case, the certain characteristics and consequent effects of abusing
violence against spouses are identified. After analyzing information related to the causes and impacts
of violence against spouses among Thai Muslim spouses in Satun, the result are described as follow;
3.1 The causes of violence against spouses between Thai Muslim spouses in Satun province
It can be analytically concluded from the data collection that the main causes of violence against
spouses between Thai Muslim spouses in Satun province are as following

1. The cause from adultery

Adultery is regarded as the first significant cause of violence against spouses between Thai Muslim
spouses in Satun province. Adultery appears in many kinds of relationship including husband betrayed
and had the second or the third wife, jealousy that wife has on husband as well jealousy that husband
has on wife, starting from watching out daily routines the partner, becoming uncomfortable and starting
to express dissatisfaction, speaking ironically which makes the other angry and leads to the
disagreement or physical assault. Take Noi’s case as an example. She and her former husband lived
separately, he is a gardener in rubber plantation in Betong, Yala and occasionally visited her ( a few
times a month). He, however, sent her the money regularly. When she caught her husband betrayed
was when husband did not visit her for three months that made her so curious that she went to see him
in Betong. His husband, consequently asked her for divorce as he had had a new wife, but she did not
agree. She went there again the second time, her husband spoke rudely with her, they quarreled, and
she was slapped on her face. She could not stand being ignored and assaulted therefore she asked him
for a divorce. Her husband agreed to divorce with her according to Muslim principal. In case of Mrs.
Rose who revealed that her husband was unreasonably jealous, he was always suspicious whether she
would go out to meet other men, similarly, she herself was always doubted that her husband might
meet with his ex-wife. This matter caused this spouse a regular physical assault, as her husband was
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bad-tempered and aggressive. When they argued, the situation was normally ended with severe
physical assault including slapping, kicking, hitting with wooden bar, slashing with knife. She had
divorced with his husband twice, but every time his husband asked her to return. According to Muslim
principle, husband and wife can divorce up to only three times, once beyond, the marital status will be
over. Nonetheless, if they would like to regain marital, a wife must marry to another man, divorce him
and can return to the former husband when completing the proper time according to Muslim principle.
The next case belongs to Mrs. Anwanee who claimed that she was a beauty-loving, fonded of getting
nice dress which made her husband suspicious and jealous of her. Her husband was bad-tempered and
irritable, he always complained her harshly, sometimes he assaulted her just because of an insignificant
issue. When her hushand becomes seriously angry, he regularly slapped, kicked, punched, hit with
wooden stick or metal bar and even stabbed her with knife.

As mentioned earlier, it is apparent that adultery, jealousy and suspicion are the initial causes of
violence against spouses in which partners are hurt, sad, angry, unpleased and scared which is the
mental condition that is full of curiosity, suspicion, worry and fear that her beloved husband may
betray her and he was expected to stay merely with her. Suspicion and jealousy, consequently resulted
in negative feeling in spouse’s mind, deterioration of love and relationship between them. Besides, it
developed hatred and resentment anyone who come close to their lovers. However, suspicion and
jealousy of spouses are the pivotal factors driving to assault between spouses. The assault is generally
caused by the accumulation of resentment (White & Mullen, 1989; Sitdhisoradej, 1999; Laeheem,
2014) and violence amongst spouses can occur in every single period of time. Furthermore, a minimal
argument could lead to violence when the spouses accumulate too much stress until the negative
interactions are behaved to each other. Once a husband is not able to control his moral consciousness,
the initial physical assault exists and the cycle of violence against spouses begin, starting by the stress,
argument, wife assault and ending with the guilt of husband and the forgiveness from a wife.
Nonetheless, if spouses leave this problem unsolved, the cycle of violence will begin again with the
continually aggressive level. (Kanchanakul, 1997; Kaewfan, 2007)

2. The cause from involuntary marriage

Which is regarded as the next important cause of violence against spouses between Thai Muslim
spouses in Satun province. As the spouses have no time to date or study the characteristics of each
other before getting married, as well possessing the bias toward the partner. This causes negative first
impression, once they are married, they cannot accept the partner’s personality nor adapt themselves to
fit with one another or even dislike the partner’s behaviors. The mentioned reasons result in the
beginning of violence against spouses, from the negative first-impression together with such improper
characteristics of the partner as being bad-tempered, criticized, jealous, addicted to violence or drugs,
gallant which are revealed after the marriage arouse each partner to start verbal assault until severe
physical assault or in some instances the partners are physically assaulted without any dispute, take
Mrs Wannee’s case as an example, she was forced to marry a husbhand without dating, a husband
proposed her with her parents and after that the wedding ceremony was arranged, after marrying, she
found that her husband was a big mouth, extremely bad-tempered and self-willed even with a minimal
issue. When she disagreed, she would be harshly blamed. The first physical assault was caused by her
husband’s intention in which she did some response, in that case she was hit by a wooden stick and a
knee, punched with an elbow and slapped immorally and almost die for two times. The most severe
assault was when her husband hit in the middle of her head by a wooden stick she was seriously injured
and needed urgent medical treatment. Mrs lamai suggests her situation as another interesting case, she
said that her husband proposed her with her parents and married immediately. She did not like a
husband, on the other hand, she preferred another man. Her husband was a bad-tempered and a
widower with 2 children, after marrying her he still contacted with his former wife and intended to
keep both wives simultaneously. She did not allow and that caused verbal assault and quarrel as
husband always acted hastily, he consequently assaulted her as the event occurred seven months ago,
her husband strike on her head by a knife, the wound was so severe that she needed 5 stitches, she ran
away to stay with her sister in Malaysia and has just recently come back.

According to the sample cases, the causes from involuntary marriage are regarded as the causes of
violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun province. Among those causes is having no time prior
the marriage to study one another’s personality, as well, being unable to adapt themselves to suit with
each other happily which lead to quarrel and violence in the form of physical assault. Refer to
Muslim’s principle, people are not encouraged to date as what young people nowadays do, yet they
could learn each other only after the engagement was arranged and if the two are not willing to, they
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can disengage which conforms to the study result suggesting that the prospective spouses have very
little chance to gain happiness or fall in love with a stranger or a person whom they have never seen
before. This leads to disaffection, reduction of trust as well elimination the acknowledgement or
respect between each other. As a marriage life is the beginning of two lives, the more positive
relationship they have, the more stable their family life will become. In contrast, if the spouses possess
negative relationship, living together undeniably faces difficulties, even though there are suitable
factors which facilitates their marriage life, the consequence may be the servitude in living together or
eventually getting divorce (Wutthikraijamrat, 2003; MacMillan, 2007). The causes of violence against
spouses cover 3 main issues,1) the problem regarding the fundamental in daily routine such as the
difference in terms of personality, attitudes or individual or descendent characteristic 2) the problem
regarding family life such as financial difficulties, living quality and the family member does not aware
of his own role and 3)problem stemmed from severe argument in family such as adultery; having new
wife or new husband, severe disagreement which lead to assaulting each other or the disagreement
within family which is too late to remain a family condition. (Parimuttho, 2010)

3. The cause from husband consumes alcoholic drinks and abuses addictive substance

It is regarded the next important problem among violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun
Province. According to Muslim’s principle, any Muslim are subjected to abstain from any alcoholic
drink or addictive substances which may defect intellectuality ,affect decision making ability, become
retarded, lack of ability to control consciousness and cause the bravery to do things that they have
never done. Take Mrs Maria as an instance, she said that she has been married for 15 years. Once she
moved to her husband’s house she found that her husband abused marijuana, amphetamine and heroin.
When he got drunk, he always disputed with her and the level of severity was increasing gradually.
Often, he assaulted her and children. The result from physical assault has continued and result in a
chronic Tendinitis and Scoliosis from being kicked and the last time before she ran away from him was
when he abused one of addictive substances (not known what) to relieve the stress caused by his affair
was going to get married with another man. He arrived home intoxicated and throw a sickle at her,
fortunately, the sickle fell down on the floor before reaching her neck and turned to assault her parents.
She, therefore, brought her children and parents away from home. For Mrs Sorfreeyha, she explained
that her husband had held another religion before married to her, yet he still drunk alcoholic drinks and
normally visited karaoke (a kind of restaurant where customers can sing a song publicly with
sometimes ladies sit beside him). At the beginning, she always followed him and sometimes disputed
or did physical assault. Later her husband ignored her and did not speak with her and never replied her
questions, she got uncomfortable and finally asked for the divorce. Mrs Arsana told that her husband
drank beer with his neighbors almost every day when arrived home he always attacked her, she
responded at the beginning, later she found that avoiding was a better way so she brought her children
to stay with other relatives. She used to ask her husband to drink less but it did not work as most people
in neighborhood fond of drinking. She lived with patience and applied the religious principle to calm
her mind down which usefully helped her.

According to the above examples, it is apparent that consuming alcohol and abusing addictive
substances are the causes of violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun Province as drinking
alcohol and abusing addictive drugs result in mental retard, defect intellection and movement,
Alzheimer, the disorder in the front part of brain which lead to the defect in overall thought, planning,
organizing also any social effects both to family and surrounding people, occupation or economics such
as losing friends, damaging relationship with spouses or partner, divorce or losing the revenue from full
time job. (Hemmanad, 1990; Kanjanakul, 1997). The violence against spouses can occur anytime; also,

a minimal dispute could lead to severity. The research reveals that drinking alcohol is among
significant causes as intoxication normally results in violence against spouses. Although the violence
occurs regularly, the assaulted wife still decided to live with her partner with the hope that the violence
will be reduced (Kaewfan, 2007). Drinking alcohol and abusing drugs caused people an intoxication,
lack of consciousness , bravery to make mistake since drinking alcohol and abusing drugs are the
behaviors which are contradict to Muslim’s principle, a wife is supposed to warn her husband or ask
her husband to abstain from drinking alcohol and consuming drugs and following the ethical principle.
However, most husbands never pay attention to her recommendation; in contrast, they normally blame
and assault wives, especially when they are intoxicated, the assault becomes more severe and is
normally accompanied with instrument (Laeheem, 2014). The research of Daen-khunthod (2011) finds
that the factor leading to the violence against spouses include the aggressive, bad-tempered
characteristics of husband, being gallant, abusing drugs and drinking alcohol and assault wives. When
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attacking, there is no one to dissuade or offer assistance since social custom both in urban and suburban
regards the violence against spouses as an individual issue in which others should not interfere. In
terms of social role, it is normally believed that a husband is responsible for making a decision while a
wife is meant to take care of family member and satisfy husband’s need.

4. The cause from the lack of readiness in living a family life

Physical, mental and maturity readiness are significant factors establishing the family. One should
not only realize the role of spouses toward each other but also the role of parents toward children. They
should also consider the emotional maturity in making a decision toward surrounding situations,
attempt, self-control, and maturity in terms of thought and making a living which is sufficient to afford
the expenditure within the family. All things mentioned are the components of building stable family.
Young spouses generally lack of readiness in terms of maturity in living a family life as they are rarely
be able to control the feeling or attempt, bad-tempered and usually solve the problem with assault.
Furthermore, being in studying age, they cannot earn money to support the new family, once the
problems arise, it is normally followed by severe verbal assault, sarcastic behaviors and eventually lead
to physical assault. Mr. Amrin said that he and his wife met since they were in secondary school, once
finished he left the school to find a job and his wife continued studying high school by financial
support from the family. They occasionally faced a shortage, the wife was bad-tempered, self-willed,
fussy and grumbling while he himself occasionally drunk Mitragyna speciosa water or known as 4*100
in Thai youth. It is therefore common for them to dispute and assault as his wife fond of going out at
night time, each time his wife responded harshly, he chose not to speak with her, instead, going out to
drink Mitragyna speciosa water but when he was home the wife became fussy and beat him with a
broom. In case of Mrs. Suni she said that his husband brought her from home since she graduated a
secondary school and had the first child when she was 16 years old, she had no job and definitely
generate no revenue. Her husband usually assaulted her since they started to date each other and the
violence became more severe including slapping, shoving away, kicking and using other tools to
assault. She had cried all day and had not wanted to meet other people throughout the past 15 years.
She could overcome it because of attempt and behaviors following Muslim’s principle, which teaches
wife to respect her husband. She used to ask the help from Imam but he did not want to interfere the
family issue, she then decided to run away from home.

From the sample cases, it is true to conclude that the violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun
Province both husband assault wife and wife assault husband are caused by the young spouses who
lack of maturity to live a family life, knowledge about role they are supposed to behave to each other .
Young spouses normally employ emotion when solving problem, conforming to the study result
reveals that the causes of violence against spouses are from being not ready in terms of both physic and
psychology, maturity to live a family life or lack of preparation for starting a family both in male and
female. Especially in young spouses who lack of knowledge and comprehension regarding role
between spouses and are not able to control the bad-tempered or fussy emotion and lack of attempt and
never forgive one another also possessing wrong attitude and values in terms of role within family.
Other today’s problems are also taken into account such as technology and communication, social and
economic crisis which loosen the relationship bond in the family, family members may misunderstand,
lack of love, generosity, some do not accept the one another’s behaviors and cannot adapt to each
other. When the family suffers and members lack of skills to solve problem properly, it may lead to
confliction and once the confliction accumulated, it may ultimately turn in to violence in family
(Phuawongphat, 1994; Laeheem, 2014). Woman assaulting committed by husband or partners is
another form of woman abuse and is a problem that eliminate the full right in life and physic of
woman. The importance of this issue is the person who assaults her is the one whom she used to trust
and expect that he will prevent her from harm and take a good care when she suffer illnesses.
Moreover, the privacy between spouses believed by the society acts as the wall inhibiting others from
offering their hands to solve the internal violence (Straus & Gelles, 1989; Hemmanad, 1990;
Yoddamnoen-Adtidge 2005).

3.2 The impact of the violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun Province
From data collection stage, the impacts stemmed from the violence against Thai Muslim spouses in
Satun Province comprise 4 main aspects include

1. The wife is physically and psychologically injured
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The wife who falls into a victim from violence committed by husband will be physically injured
from performing severe assault such as thrusting, slapping, hitting, punching, smashing, yanking,
throwing things also physically assaulting until become severely injured by weapon, sharp items which
affect directly to the body of victim. The case of Mrs. Rose who said that her husband is bad-tempered
and fussy when dispute severely, he normally assaulted her including slapping, kicking, hitting by
wooden stick and slashing by knife. For Anwanee’s case, she said that she was always harshly blamed
and criticized and if husband get extremely angry, he will assault more severely such as slapping,
kicking, punching, hitting with wood or metal stick, stabbing by knife. For Mrs. Wannee, she said she
was hit with wooden stick, slapped, hit with knee, and elbow nearly die for 2 times and the most severe
occurred when husband hit her with a wooden stick in the middle of her head and the symptom was so
fatal that she needed the medical treatment. For Mrs. Lamai case she said that about 7 months ago her
husband slashed on her head and she needed 5 stitches after that she ran away to stay with sister in
Malaysia. In some cases, a wife was indirectly affected by having chronic illnesses like in the case of
Mrs. Mareeya who mentioned that the result of a long-time assault cause Tendonitis and Scoliosis as
well her body was still painful. Furthermore, wives who are assaulted are normally mentally affected.
Although it is the invisible wound, yet it causes a tremendous pain to the victim including depression
disorder, feeling that her life is fruitless and no longer want to stay, being embarrassed, avoiding seeing
people, taking the case of Mrs. Lamai as an example. She said that her husband assaulted her and it
worsened her mental condition. She had headache, become nauseated and vomit from stress until she
needed to see a psychiatrist to treat the symptoms by verbal discussion and medicine intake. For Maria
who said that violence had happened with her couple for more than 15 years. She was severely
assaulted and physically tortured, but the worst part is her mental condition. She had cried all day and
possessed depression disorder, furthermore her husband’s relative also ridiculed her, which caused her
an embarrassment and dare not to meet people. She once thought about suicide, but she gave it up
because of her children. For Sorfeeyha, she said that when she was initially assaulted by her husband,
she felt upset, confused and really do not understand of why could it happen. After that, husband was
still indifferent and did not talk to her. She was even uncomfortable until having depression disorder,
hiding herself only in the house, and not seeing others

According to the above sample, it is clear that the spouses who were assaulted are affected both
physically and psychologically. In terms of physical effect, attacking by bare hand or any instrument is
regarded as a weapon that leads to the injury and violence in wife. It happens in various forms
including thrusting, slapping, hitting, punching, yanking, strangling, throwing objects at her or even
hurting her body until fatal symptom by weapons or any sharp items. In terms of psychological
violence, by doing or abstaining that caused the passive woman sadness or lost of freedom,
furthermore, husband normally assault his wife physically by verbal violence, expressing manner or
behavior such as insult, ridicule, blame with rude words, bawl, yell at, humiliate, ignore , threaten and
perform angry gesture (Achwanitkun & Im-em, 2003; Promrak, 2007). The victims of violence
normally get injured, the injury ranges widely from minimal injury such as bruise, swollen, and pain,
considerable injury such as broken bonds; a bridge, jaws, arms and a bruise or a torn in internal organs
and have a fatal injury which lead to the admission for treatment in hospital and death in some cases.
Beside this there is psychological effect since the assaulted person will feel painful, depressed, fear ,
powerless, lonely, weak and lose self-esteem which may lead to the lost of consciousness.
(Triemchaisri, 2001; Kungsakon & Pojam, 2008; Laeheem, 2014)

2. Family’s domestic problem especially, divorce and family unrest

The violence against spouses affects considerably to family as when the spouses use the violence
between each other, children and other family members are indirectly affected, for example, children
may absorb the violence in the family, other members may be accidentally assaulted as the case of
Maria who mentioned that a husband always assaulted her, and her parents inhibited him, he then
turned to assault her parents instead. Juan said that she and her hushand always disputed and husband
normally assaulted her until she lost the entire attempt and asked for a divorce. In case of Mrs. Wee,
she said that she has been assaulted for the whole period of marriage, she wanted to divorce but she
could not do it because of her children she has been attempt until today.

Divorce is among alternatives that is chosen in order to stop the violence against spouses which
conform to the finding of Promrak (2007) who found that divorce is the hardest response of woman to
terminate the violence in family for those who cannot divorce, they must be patient and learn to
encounter the problem and find solution sometimes they must rely on religious principle with the good
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hope that when her husband gets older the violent behaviors may be decreased. For children in family,
there are both positive and negative results, children who witness the violence among parents, are
possibly encouraged to pay a full attention on studying, behave well in order to relieve the difficulties
of mother who has been assaulted. In case of N, a girl said that she has witnessed her mother being
assaulted since she was first remember, she was so sympathized with her mother but couldn’t do any
help. What she can solely do is try to be a good girl, study hard, pay great attention to the class until
she obtained the school’s scholarship so as to please her mother. She believes that study will bring her
a bright future and can take her mother away from father. As well, Mrs Arsana mentioned about her
son that her son is joyful and diligent, although he knows that his parents have difficulty when he see
them assault he seek to go to other place like a relative’s home. The negative result, on the contrary, N
told about her younger brother that he becomes isolated, never talk to strangers, his study is always
discontinued as he has to always change the school. He learned more slowly that other counterfeits,
when father got drunk, she and her brother are always assaulted. The effect toward children presents
negatively and positively conforming to the finding said that children who experience the violence of
parents will be affected and generally result in stress, depression disorder, anxiety, and affect emotional
and behavioral problem as children are occasionally assaulted or unattended. (Shipman, Rossman, &
West, 1999; Ward, Flisher, Zissis, Muller, & Lombard, 2001; Wolfe, Crooks, Lee, Mcintyre-Smith, &
Jaffe, 2003) . Hence, it is clear that spouses who possess regular violence are not able to build a good
family as relationship among members are damaged, the family leader; wife or husband or parents
cannot perform their duties properly. Family exists unrest, members are indifferent to each other, lack
of love, harmony nor trust among each other. This sort of family cannot live in a normal society, and
finally lead to the divorce which directly affect children and it is mostly likely that they may imitate
any forms of violence in many aspects. (Triemchaisri, 2001; Kungsakon & Pojam, 2008; Laeheem,
2014)

3. Children in a family imitate the behaviors

The problem regards violence against spouses affects directly to children’s action which is caused
by the education and observation from role models and that those children employ violence with
surrounding people. For example, Abdul whose parents always quarrel in many forms such as slapping,
hitting, he needed to fight with his father so as to help his mother but his mother always prohibited him
as he might become a bad son. Sometimes he had to ran away to his friends’ houses to avoid, she also
mentioned that the family problem cause him a serious stress. In case of Harun, he said that parents
assaulted each other like an ideal boxers. Knee, elbow and fist are employed as a physical weapon to
fight each other. Besides, any nearby subjects are used as the fighting instrument such as chairs, wood,
pot or anything within a reach. No one gives up, they continue fighting until another surrendered or ran
away. Neighbors dare not to interfere are they found it common. He stand seeing this behavior since he
was young until he feel nothing with it, however, he sometimes felts depressed and bored of it. Sharif
said that parents normally assaulted, most of the times it is about children. Each person always blamed
one another that children behave bad because mother did not take a good care nor give a good nurture,
| occasionally felt regret that | was a cause of the disagreement.

The research finding states that parents committing violence caused offspring the learning and
imitating system and are likely to commit violence with surrounding people, when they dispute with
friend they tend to employ violence as a solution to solve the problem (Bandura, 1976; Gelles &
Straus, 1979). Children who witness parents assault will be encouraged to absorb and imitate
committing violence until they become adults and tend to commit violence with spouses and
offspring(Laeheem, 2014). People who experience both direct and indirect as a doer and a victim or an
observer since they were young tend to develop acceptable principle in using violence from the violent
role model, once face disagreement with spouses the person will imitate the behavior by solving
solution with violence (Gelles & Straus, 1979). People with violence experience in family where

parents blame, assault each other, parents assault children, sibling dispute regularly is more likely to
commit violence against spouses than those who never experience the violence, and the violence
content is increasing. (O'Leary & Williams, 2006). This statement also concord with the research
finding of Stets, 1990

4. Annoyance to neighbors

Every time the spouses commit violent behavior to each other by disagreement, disputing verbally,
the result affects nearby neighbors until they become fussy, disturbed and annoyed to undeniably
perceive the event that the spouses disagree and always reveal loudly. However, as the spouses is the
fundamental unit of family and that family is the smallest unit in the society, once spouses have
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problem, society is consequently face the difficulty. Arguing bothers neighbors’ peace like the case of
Raida a neighbor of the spouses who generally assault mentioned that This family always dispute, the
husband often got drunk and act wildly with wife, sometimes she tremble with the shock from scream.
At the beginning, she felt sympathized, yet now she was annoyed. Miss Mali also told that her neighbor
always quarrel late at night at around 2 am or 3 am, many times they quarrel, the yelled at each other.
She used to warn them to turn the voice down since that time supposed to be the peaceful time for rest
of normal people. | was often waken up, and could not continue sleeping. I felt fussy and annoyed but
did not know what to do. In case of Ms. Mai, she mentioned that she was extremely bothered since the
husband normally hold the party at night, after a while the wife started to curse, brawl and soon
afterward they assault each other all neighbors around here are annoyed, fussy and wish them move out
very soon. Ms. Lak said that | felt sympathized with them, every time they argue, the wife normally
consulted her, at the beginning she gave an advice, but her husband come to curse me at my house,
later | avoided to suggest acting merely as a listeners. Recently, | have been so annoyed to perceive any
issues between them.

This expression conforms to the study result mentions that violence against spouses in the family
that quarrel, cursing assaulting are always committed is the situation which bother neighbors and
community as well cause community unrest (Triemchaisri, 2001; Kungsakon & Pojam, 2008). The

results toward community and society include cursing, physically assaulting within the family affect
neighbors and increase the problems in the society as the family institute collapses (Hongthong, 2000;
Opitagchewin, 2008). In terms of social interference, women normally offer a hand to their counterfeit
to bring them out of the violence while men normally ignore the interference in their friends’ problems
since the majority possesses the idea that it is the individual’s issue. The volunteers of public health
think that the spouses with regular problems familiar with the difficulties and that they are able to solve
the problem themselves whereas the community leader focused on developing community to reduce the
violence against spouses. (Intarajit, & Karinchai, 1999; Srisorrachatr, 2001)

4. Conclusions and recommendations
According to an analytical process, there are 4 main causes of the violence against Thai Muslim
spouses in Satun Province

1. The cause from adultery which is regarded as the first important cause of the violence against
Thai Muslim spouses in Satun Province. This covers the jealousy that wives have toward hushand and
the one that husbands have toward wife. It normally starts from by watching out daily routines of the
partner and become dissatisfied and express the unpleasing behaviors, speak ironically which make
another angry and leads to the disagreement or physical assault. Hence, the honesty toward the spouses
is the principle that spouses should always realize, talking and trying to understand each other helps
reduce the distrust between each other. Refer to Muslim’s principle, a husband is supposed to act
gently to wife and should not exert with wife. In fact, the core duties of husband referring to Muslim’s
principle is to govern and support his own family, provide general care to family, do not let the famine
exist. Muslims believe that the best donation is to donate to his own wife and family. Any man who
does not take care of family is similarly commit sins. Husband is also subjected to prevent a family
from any physical and psychological harms especially, to ensure that the family member behave and
follow the Allah’s principle. Similarly, Muslim’s principle mentions that wife is a person whom
husband should take care of therefore she is supposed to behave well in order to satisfy her husband

2. The cause from involuntary marriage, which is regarded as the next important cause of
violence against spouses between Thai Muslim spouses in Satun province. As the spouses have no time
to date, study the characteristics of each other before getting married, as well possessing the bias
toward the partner. This causes negative first impression, once they are married, they cannot accept the
partner’s personality nor adapt themselves to fit with one another or even dislike the partner’s
behaviors. The mentioned reasons result in the beginning of violence against spouses, verbal assault
until severe physical assault or in some instances; the partners are physically assaulted without any
dispute. Thus, selecting a spouse is among the important issues for Muslim since if individual select the
wrong spouse, that person may experience torture for the whole life. Prospective spouses should be
allowed to meet each other in order for them to learn about each other and create the impression
between each other. However, Muslim strictly prohibit this matter, especially if partners live a couple
life or get pregnant before marriage as they regarded theses are extremely unacceptable and take the
society into the risk where ones lack of morality. Selecting suitable spouses is the important issue
obviously determined in Muslim’s principle in suggesting its religious fellow to consider when
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selecting a partner as follow; any men who satisfy with any women, and desire to marry her, he is
supposed to choose the best woman and the best woman tend to bring him happiness, and if any
woman can complete taking care of husband and beloved by husband, she will ultimately beloved and
lived with Allah.

3. The cause from consuming alcohol and abusing addictive substances, regarded as the next
important problem among cause of the violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun Province.
According to Muslim’s principle, any Muslims are subjected to abstain from any alcoholic drink or
addictive substances which may defect intellectuality, affect decision making ability, become retarded,
lack of ability to control consciousness and cause the bravery to do things that they have never done
and once the content is more intensive it can lead to physical assault in wife and children. Hence
fostering about abstaining from consuming alcohol and abusing addictive substances by practicing the
Muslim’s principle is among the alternative guidance help reduce this immoral behavior.

4. The cause from lack of readiness in living a family life; physical, mental and maturity
readiness are significant factors establishing the family. One should not only realize the role of spouses
toward each other but also the role of parents toward children. They should also consider the emotional
maturity in making a decision toward surrounding situations, attempt, self-control, and maturity in
terms of thought and making a living, which is sufficient to afford the expenditure within the family.
All things mentioned are the component of building stable family. Young spouses generally lack of
readiness in terms of maturity in living a family life as they are rarely be able to control the feeling or
attempt, bad-tempered and usually solve the problem with assault. Hence, making a good
understanding with adolescent about the readiness in building a good family is significant. Parents,
schools, and concerning authorities should provide guidelines to support young spouses to have
knowledge and comprehension regarding the role toward each other and support the activities which

help tighten family bond.
The analysis about impacts of the violence against Thai Muslim spouses in Satun Province includes 4
main aspects as following

1. The wife is physically and psychologically injured, the wife who falls into a victim from
violence committed by husband will be physically injured from performing severe assault such as
thrusting, slapping, hitting, punching, smashing, yanking, throwing things also physically assaulting
until become severely injured by weapon, sharp items which affect directly to the body of victim.
Furthermore, wives who are assaulted are normally mentally affected. Although it is the invisible
wound, yet it causes a tremendous pain to the victim including depression disorder, feeling that her life
is fruitless and no longer want to stay, being embarrassed as well avoiding seeing people. In this case,
giving a hand to the victims is what all concerning sectors should seriously take into account, reducing
the belief that spouses’ issues are subjected to left private. By doing that, it obstructs the opportunity to
receive assistance in those victims. Providing physical treatment should be accompanied with
psychological treatment especially, in those who are severely assaulted, the constant treatment is
strongly needed. Community should arrange the volunteer to assist, advise and take care in order for
victims to get immediate help.

2. Family problem especially, divorce and family unrest, the violence against spouses affect
considerably to family as when the spouses use the violence between each other, children and other
family members are indirectly affected, for example, children may absorb the violence in the family,
other members may be accidentally assaulted. Therefore, spouses should make mutual understanding
regularly, spend time doing activities together as in today’s society role and responsibility force people
to be away from family member, if the loosen relationship continues, indifference will replace and
ultimately the problems occur.

3. Children in a family imitate the behaviors the problem regards violence against spouses affect
directly to children’s action which is caused by the education and observation from role models and
that those children employ violence with surrounding people. Therefore, spouses should consider
thoroughly the subsequent effects after disagreement in front of offspring. Performing properly is
normally a suitable way to nurture children, once children are morally coached, they are likely to grow
responsible and are of a high quality.

4. Annoyance to neighbors, every time the spouses commit violent behavior to each other by
quarrel, dispute verbally affect nearby neighbors until they become fussy, disturbed and annoyed to
undeniably perceive the event that the spouses disagree and always reveal loudly. However, creating
community network to take care of people in the community may be a good alternative to advice, help,
and warn any behaviors that may cause annoyance.
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