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Abstract

This study investigated factors affecting the de-matriculation and
readmission of undergraduate students at Prince of Songkla University-Hat Yai during the
academic years 2010-2012. The purposes were threefold: 1) to explore the students’
demographic information including their education and family background, attitudes
towards their instructors, academic advisors, and the university, as well as their
participation in student activities; 2) to examine the factors affecting their de-
matriculation; and 3) to classify the factors according to types of de-matriculation. One
hundred and thirteen students chosen by the purposive sampling method were
interviewed and given questionnaires with content validity and the acceptable reliability
coefficient of 0.77. The statistics used in data analysis included frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, Chi-square, and an independent sample t-test.

It was shown 1) that the majority of de-matriculated students had the
average GPA within the range of 2.50-2.99 (inclusive) and were from science programs.
They reportedly had no financial problems; their parents mostly were either
government or state enterprise officials and/or owned businesses with the monthly
income of THB 10,000-20,000. The students mostly had more positive attitudes towards
their instructors and the university than their advisors and student activities. 2) The GPAs
obtained in Mathayom 6 (Grade 12) and the students’ attitudes towards their academic
advisors were found to significantly affect their de-matriculation at the level of 0.05.
Additionally, it was revealed 3) that de-matriculated students, whether at will or retired,
were not satisfied with their faculty or program of study and, to a lesser degree,

considered the subject content far beyond their ability. Nevertheless, the two groups of



students differed in that those de-matriculated at will desired to be readmitted to a
faculty with higher admission scores, whereas the retired ones had failed to adapt to
university life.

It was recommended that students strongly be advised since high school by
parties responsible such as teachers and parents to choose the program of study that
really fits their natural abilities, matches their interest, and can satisfy their career goals.
At university, academic advisors should take active roles in providing assistance with
every possible aspect to assure their students of rewarding university experience and to

minimize educational loss.
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