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Fabric and Life Styles of Muslims in Five Southern Bordering Provinces of Thailand
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Abstract

This research was conducted to examine the history of fabric as garment of the
Thai-Muslims in five southern bordering provinces of Thailand, namely Satun, Songkhla,
Pattani, Yala and Narathiwas between the periods of early Ratanakosin era and the
Second World War., Patterns, designs, colors and techniques in weaving different
fabrics, especially Leema silk were studied for the duplication of criginal designs. Silk
weaving teaching was offered to the model lecturers. This applied research was the
combination between qualitative and experimental methods.

The research found that the fabric used in daily life of the Thai-Muslims in five
southern bordering provinces of Thailand had been influenced by China, India, Khmer,
Indonesia and Malaysia, trading in the region since the 8-12 Buddhist era, together with
local weaving cultures, as evidenced on the discovered ancient fabric. Fabric was also
employed to show the wearers’ economic and social status. Similar pattern but different
textites, band wrapping and tartan fabric wearing were worn indoors, but when outdoors
expensive fabric was put on by the upper class female Muslims, imitating the
Westerners during Marshal P. Piboonsongkhram period, which, however was abolished
after the end of the Marshal's era and replaced by Gabayo costume, popular among
female Muslims of all classes. For the males, being topless and wearing tartan fabric
was done indoors. But being outdoors, the upper class males were in Teulohbalango
shirt, tartan silk, Satangae turban with dagger or spear, while the middle class ones
appeared topless in tartan cotton and Satangae turban with dagger or spear. Until the
reign of King Rama 5, the upper class males turned to wear international uniforms with
Sogoh hat, popular up to the present time. The middle class ones dressed in

Teulohbalango shirt, primary Paligut sarong and Sogoh or Gapiyoh hat.



In relation to patterns, designs, colors and techniques in weaving different
fabrics, the study showed 14 types of local fabric woven in the reign of King Rama 5
such as Garaduvo, Garatiko, Garapah, Paligut, Leema silk, Planging and Puekae and 3
patterns including square shape called Udeng used as male turban, rectangle shape
such as Planging and Leerﬁa silk for blanket, wearing cloth and scarf and rectangle
shape with internal components as Leema silk, Paligut, Leemajuwa and Leemabintang.

Regarding fabric designs, the most popular one was tartan followed by
geometry, mixed design and blossom. Bright and contrast colors as shown in tartan
design were highly preférred. Anocther admirable one was Leema silk, the contrast
between the red color around the rim and the fabric whole colors as black, green,
purple and blue made the fabric outstandingly beautiful as local identity. Concerning
the fabric production technique, double heddle weaving was the most popuiar, while
such a difficult and complicated method as Mudmee silk single direction was foung in
Leema silk.

The use of Cross stitch maker Version 3 was able to similarly duplicate original
Leema silk design. After taught to weave Leema silk, the model lecturers were capable
of weaving somehow beautiful fabric. in summary, this research succeeded in applying
the acquired knowledge to practically and beneficially use within the community. Above
all, the researchers profoundly appreciated Her Majesty the Queen’s royal grace in
proceeding to see the research result on 8 October 1999, which encouraged the
researchers and experimental participants to be engrossed in continually improving

Leema sitk weaving skills.
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