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Abstract

T .
Pen culture of blue swimming crab (Portunus pelagicus Linn.) in Pattani Bay

was aquaculture activities that supporting groups of local fishermen as an alternative
career besides their own fishing supplies. Pen aquaculture activities were carried out
at 3 villages in Amphur Yaring, Pattani Province; Ban Datoh, Ban Budi and Ban
Bhatabudi. The activities were divided into 3 main programs; pen construction,
producing and rearing of young swimming crab and cultivating crab in the
constructed pens. In part of pen construction and cultivating activity, the program
could be carried out only in two villages, Ban Datoh and Ban Budi, while the other
village, Ban Bhatabudi, could not be continued because of unsuccessful in pen
construction. On the subject of young crab production, organic residue from fish meal
effluents was used as ongoing liquid fertiliser to produce live food for rearing and
producing swimming crab larva. Thereafter, 50,000-200,000 of young swimming
crabs (megalopa and young crab stages) was delivered 2 times Ya constructed pen at 2
villages for further cultivation, but the consequence of crab cultivation in the pen was
not successful. One of the main reasons was that it’s probably the idea of pen culture
of swimming crab introduced to the fisherman members who joined the program was
rather new, and they might need some time to practice and develop their own skills to
manage the cultivation of swimming crab activity in constructed pen. To cope with
cultivation activity in pen aquaculture, the other recognizable aquatic organisms
which were acquainted to fisherman cultivating skill should be introduced. Two
candidates of fish and shellfish species, sea bass (Lates calcalifer) and black tiger
prawn (Penaeus monodon), were decided and introduced into the pen for substitute
cultivation in addition to the young swimming crab. The methods for production of
sea bass fish fry and post larva of black tiger prawn were carried out in the similar
principle of crab larva production; 2 times of 10,000-20,000 of sea bass fish fry and
200,000 of black tiger prawn post larva produced were also delivered and introduced
into the pen of 2 villages for further cultivation. Information by informal interviewing
several fisherman members in the program found that the production of fish and
shrimp released into the pen could be successfully harvested and utilized.
Additionally the other valued aquatic species which were occupied surrounding pen

areas as a habitat for example mud crab (Scylla serrata) and marine catfish etc. also



caught and utilized. Unfortunately, scientific data concerning the production of
harvesting fish and shelifish from pen could not be collected. One of the main reason
was none of fisherman members who jointed the project could collect data, and
another significant reason was the influenced of insecurity situation that still
happening in the area which is one of the crucial hindrance of the research teams of

gathering data in the villages.
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