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Abstract

Farming system study is widely accepted as one of the most
appropriate method in agricultural extension planning and agricultural
development. which can serve the real needs of the farmers. In such
study the current agricultural systems, problems and constraints have
been studies and idéntified in order to solve the problems of the
farmers. Technology has been introduced in a agricultural production
process according to the needs of the farmers and their potential.
Ban Khlong Kao, Moo 7, Khao Pra Sub-Distric, Ratapume Distric has been
selected for tﬁe system of rice-rubber -fruit crop due to locationa]
and climatic advantage. Moreover, most of the people in the area are
Muslim so that they tend to have different culture and custom from the
Thai Buddhist.

- The objectives of this research is to study the general
agricultural system at Ban Khlong Kao and analysis the
rice-rubbef—fruit crop system. In the snalysis the returns from each
sub-system have been analysed. These will provide the agricultural
development. recommendétions for various governmenf. agencies as a
devélopment.farmework.

In this study data have been obtained by interviewing 99
household leaders from 102 households. The questionaires have been
used during interview. An agficulturél syvstem and the returns from
rice, 7rubber plantation and fruit plantation farmers have been
analysed. Tn each group, the farmers are classified into 3
sub-groups. First. is the farmers who works on only one activity.
Second is the farmers who work on twn activities. Finally 1is the
farmers who work on three activities. These are classified in “order
tof see whether the farmers with the same activity in each Sub-group

have different, agricultural systems and the returns or not.
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The result indicates that the farmers who grow only rice
obtain the lowest income which amounts to 3,912.50 bhaht. per household
per year while the farmers who plant only rubber and only fruit crops
get, 10,641.%4 and 15,487.5 baht per household per year respectively.
The farmers who grow both ricg and rubber obtain 9,54?.22 baht. per
household per year whereas the farmers who grow both rice and fruit-
crop obtain only 7,800 baht per year the highest income is receieved
hy the farmers who undertake the above three activities which aquals
to 15,457.86 baht per househnld per year. But the portion of the
farmer’s income which obtained by the morely rice-growing farmer is
0-4,2 percent. of the income recieved per household per year.
Therefore, rice production is mainly for consumption (Staple Food)
while rubber and fruit. arop production are for sale (Cash Crops).

To improve the agricultural system at. Ban Khlong Kao it is
recommended that fruther researches need to be pursued, Those should
ha on  agricultural resources, the establishment. of  farmer
organizat.ions for improving product.ion, the conservetion of natural
resources, 1énd. use planning for agriculture, the socio-econonic
effects on aceeptance of t.echnology, and the suitable crop and

Jivestock product.ion.
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