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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study and analyze the methods of
leamning about rural areas in the southemn part of Thailand, and to determine the
methods and guidelines for promoting and supplamenting the methods of leamning about
rural areas in the southem part of Thailand by studying the curriculums and the teaching
and learning systems in rural studies used in tertiary institutions attached to the Ministry
of University Affairs and the Ministry of Education in the southern part of Thailand.

This qualitative research was carried out by means of document anulysis, field
study and seminar.

The population for the field study was administrators, lecturers, students, and
community leaders involved in nural studies at Thaksin University, Walailak University,
Prince of Songkla University, Rajabhat Institutes of Surat Thani, Phuket, Nakhon Si
Thammerat, Songkhla, snd Yala The instruments conmsisted of interviews with
administrators, interviews with lecturers, snd in-depth interviews. The data were
collected by means of interviews, and were analyzed using content analysis, statistical
apalysis, and induction. After a primary analysis of the data from field study, a seminar
was held, and administrators and lecturers from the above-mentioned instittions were
invited to take part and express their opimons and suggestions. The results can be
summarized as follows:

1. The methods of learning about rural areas found in the curriculums or cowrses
offered by the universities and Rajabhat Institutes in the southern part of Thailand
could be classified into 3 styles: lecturing, discussing, and teaching. The teaching



methods that lecturers considered the most effective in teaching rural studies was field
study. The evaluation of the courses consisted of assignments and activities, 8 midterm
test, and a final examination at the end of the semester.

The problems and obstacles could be classified into 3 categories; curriculums -
they were not up to date and not correspond with real situstions; lectorers — the number
of lecturers were limited, especially in Rajabhat Institutes, part-time lecturers had to be
hired; and leamers — the sumber of learners in each group was too many and leamers
were not aitentive. The problem in teaching and learning management was that the
mumber of textbooks were limited, obsolete, and inconvenient for study outside the
educational institutions.

2. Regarding the relationship between the leaming process in the curriculums
of educatioral institutions and (hat of villagers, the lewmning process found in case
studies and cowrses which provided direct leaming for students revealed that
educational institutions emphasized mainly on the learning process of their students in
terms of the process of project operation. Villagers participated in all steps of project
administration

3. Guidelines for promoting and supplementing the leaming of rural areas in
southern Thailand should, therefore, solve the mentioned problems by promoting and
supplementing the curriculums and courses related to nmal studies to make them up to
date, correspond with real situations; by promoting lecturer development so that they
are academically up-to-date, encouraging students to realize more about the importance
of rural areas, to be aware and proud of their local commumities, to be expressive of
their opinions. In terms of teaching and leaming, more emphasis must be placed on the
impostance of rural studies. Up-to-date database should be set up, model conmuumities
for leaming and development shonld be built, and local community networks should
also be built in order to create linkage in leaming among related parties.
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