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Abstract

This descriptive research was designed to study about nursing students’ application of functional
" health pattern and nursing process to nursing practice. The samples consisted of 102 nurses in Hatyai
hospital and Songklanagarind hospital, 44 clinical instructors and 239 nursing students level 2, 3, and 4 of
Faculty of nursing, Prince of Songkla University. Data were collected during February to June 2003. A
self-administered questionnaire was used to collect data. This questionnaire was developed by the
researcher, consisted of three sections. The first section included general information of the respondents,
the second section consisted of application of nursing process, and the third section consisted of
application of functional health pattern. The questionnaire was examined for content validity by 4 clinical
instructors and was tried out for reliability. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, analysis of

variance {ANOVA), and Duncan’ s multiple range test.

The results of this study indicated the following:

1. Knowledge and application of nursing students on functional health pattern in clinical practice
were at a moderate level according to the nurses” and clinical instructors’ perception, while they were at
high and moderate level respectively according to the nursing students’.

2. Knowledge and application of nursing students on nursing process were at a moderate level

according to nurses’, clinical instructors’, and nursing students’ perception .



3. There were no statistical differences by knowledge and application of nursing process in
nursing practice of nursing students between nurses’ and clinical instructors’ perception (p > .05). There
were statistical differences between nursing students’ and nurses’ perception, and between nursing
students’ and clinical instructors’ perception (p < .05).

4. There were no statistical differences between nurses’ and clinical instructors’ perception by
knowledge of functional health pattern and application skills of interviewing, observation/physical
examination, and nursing diagnosis formulation (p > .05).

5. There were statistical differences between nursing students’ and nurses’ perception, and
between nursing students’ and clinical instructors’ perception by knowledge of functional health pattern
and application skills of interviewing, observation/physical examination, and nursing diagnosis

formulation (p < .05).

The results could be indicated to improve the teaching leaming in function health pattern and

nursing process and the application of them in clinical practice.
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