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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate the effects of inquiry instruction method and grouping
on academic achievement of Mathayomsuksa one students and the interaction between these two
variables. The two methods used were inquiry instruction method and conventional method.
Grouping was based on two sizes: four and six members, The samples were 96 Mathayomsuksa
one students enrolled in the first semester of the academic year 2002 at Betong *“Verarasprasan™
School of the Department of Elementary and Adult Education in Amphoe Betong, Yala Province.
They were randomly assigned to two experimental groups of twenty-four students each to be
taught by the inquiry instruction method and two control groups of twenty-four students cach o
be taught by the conventional method, The research instruments were two sets of three plans for
learning activities through inguiry instruction method and through the conventional method, Each
set concerns 1) basic concepts in economics, 2) production, and 3) consumption. There was also
a 20-item achievement test to be finished in thirty minutes. The experiment for each group was
fourteen periods of fifty minutes. After the experiment, each group was tested for forty minutes to
assess the students’ achievement in leamning the third topic aboul economics in Social Studies,
Religion, and Culture Course. A 2 x 2 factorial design was used in the analysis of variance of the
test scores in the experiments (instruction methods x grouping), together with the Tukey's HSD
method of multiples comparison.

The findings were as lollow:

1.  There was no interaction between the learning methods and grouping,

2. The achievement of the students taught by the inguiry instruction method was
significantly higher than that of those taught by the conventional method at .01

3. The achievement of the students in the four-member groups and that of the six-

member group were not different.
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