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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: (1) to investigate basic social,
economic, psychological, physical and contextual factors of farmers who were the
owners of rubber plantations; (2) to examine the difference in social, economic,
psychclbgical, physical and contextual factors between rubber plantation owners
who employed and those who did not employed labour from the northeastern
region; and (3) to identify problems related to the employment of labour from the
northeastern region faced by owners of rubber plantations in Amphoe Phanom,
Changwat Surat Thani. The study was conducted in a selected Tambon of
Tonyuan. The sample was drawn from the owners of rubber plantations in this
- Tambon. It covered 133 households in total, including 59 households that
employed labour and 79 households that did not employ labour from the
northeastern region. The sample was drawn using a stratified random sampling
technigue.

The study found that the majority of respondents were male. They are
accounted for 79.7 and 73.0 percent of farmers who employed and those who did
not employ labour respectively. Their average ages were comparable the farmer
was 41.2 years old wherezas the latter was 40.2 years old. Comparable Household

sizes were found in both groups with an average of 4.2 members per household for
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farmers who employed labour and 4.4 members per households for farmers who
did not employ labour. Most respondents in both groups completed the primary
level of education. Rubber production was the most common primary occupation
found in both groups, 66.1 percent was found among farmers who employed
labour and 97.2 percent was found among those who did not employ labour. Their
average total landholdings were clearly different between two groups of
respondents. Farmers who employed labour had an average total landholding of
72.1 rai per household as compared to 36.4 rai per household for those who did
not employ labour. Rubber landholdings were found to share 84.0 and 74.4
percent of their total landholdings respectively. Their average overall household
incomes were also found different with 267,552.5 baht per household per year for
farmers who employed labour as compared to 95,622.8 baht per household per
year for those who did not employ labour. Among farmers who employed labour
from the northeastern region, the average number of labour employed was 4
persons per household. The majority of the labour (62.7 percent) came from the
province of Sakon Nakhorn. Different product sharing arrangements between
plantation owners and labour were found. The most common arrangement was
50:50 that was accounted for 61.1 percent. The reason for employing labour in
rubber production system most frequently cited by employers (60.1 percent) was
that the size of rubber landholding exceeded the household labour capacity. For
the reason not to employ local labour, 57.6 percent referred to the low production
efficiency of local labour. |

The results of t-test analysis showed that educational attainment of
rubber plantation owners, total landholding, rubber landholding, household income
and the distance from rubber plantations to the owners' residences were
significantly different at P<0.01 between plantation owners who employed labour

from the northeastern region and those who did not employ labour. Other factors
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including knowledge about rubber planting and management of plantation owners,
and attitude of plantation owners on labour and the employment of labour from the
northeastern region are significantly different at P<0.05. These results indicated
that social, economic, psychological and physical factors are related to the
employment of labour from the northeastern region in rubber production system.
Problems associated with characteristics and qualities of labour from the
northeastern region include dishonesty, lack of skill and proficiency, and lack of
responsibility of labour. The author suggested that the establishment of employers'’
association and organizing training to improve rubber tapping and processing
skills to local labour are important for reducing problems of labour shortage in the

future.
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