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Abstract

The objective of this research was to compare nurses' practices in caring for
patients receiving mechanical ventilators as perceived by nurses and patient's
relatives. The study was conducted at the wards of the Department of Medicine and
the Department of Surgery of Maharat Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital and Hat Yai
Hospital. The subjects were 35 professional nurses, and 35 relatives of patients who
were on a ventilator. They were chosen by means of purposive sampling method
specified by the researcher. Two sets of instruments were used : a questionnaire to
assess practice of nurses in caring for patients on a ventilator as perceived by nurses,
and a questionnaire to assess practice of nurses in caring for patients on a ventilator as
perceived by their relatives. The instruments were tested by experts for their content
validity, and their reliability was tested using Pearson’s correlation coefficient.
The reliability values of the questionnaires were 0.927 and 0.910 respectively.
The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics: frequency and percentage.
Mann-Whitney U test was used to identify the differences in each nursing practice
item as perceived by the nurses and practice as perceived by the relatives.
Independent t-test was used to find out the overall and category differences.

The results were as follows :

1. The comparison between the practice of nurses in caring for patients on a
ventilator as perceived by nurses with that as perceived by relatives showed that there
were significant differences in both the overall comparison and category comparison
at the statistical values .05. The nursing practice scores reported by nurses were
higher than those reported by the relatives. On a comparison by item, it was found

that out of the total of 54 activities, 18 were statistically different, of which 11 items



were activities in caring for the patients, and 7 were caring for the relatives. Among
the activities concerned with caring for patients, 4 were physical activities related to
their comfort and support for their sleep, and 7 items were psychosocial activities
related to building relationship, communications, and providing information. Of the 7
activities with concerned caring for the relatives, one was activity in asking about and
giving attention to their physical condition, 4 related to psychosocial activities and 2
to spiritual activities. These psychosocial and spiritual related activities involved
providing information and communications, building confidence, and providing
encouragement.

All of the 18 activities, except those promoting sleep and providing
opportunity for patients to tell or lash out about their problems, feelings or their needs
for help, which regularly performed were reported by a higher proportion of nurses
than of relatives.

2. Among the activities stated in the standards of providing care for patients
on a ventilator which were reported by a smaller proportion of nurses, were those
activities related to sleep promotion, taking care of technical practice in nursing,

patient rehabilitation, and building relationships with patient and relatives.
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