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ABSTRACT 

 

 The  objectives  of  this  descriptive  study  were  to  investigate  the  relationships  between  the 
expectations and experience of elderly abuse as perceived  by elderly with  chronic  illnesses,   using  a  sample  
of  100  respondents  aged  60  years  and  over. The  subjects  were  selected  by  purposive  sampling.  There  
were  3  instruments  used  in  this  study   1)  Demographic  Data  Questionnaire,  2)  Expectations  of  Elderly  
Abuse Questionnaire,  and  3)  Experience of Elderly Abuse  Questionnaire.  Reliability  of  the  Expectations  
of  Elderly  Abuse   and  Experience of  Elderly  Abuse  Questionnaire  was  tested  and  the Cronbachts  alpha 
coefficient obtained  were .93 and .94  respectively. Data were analyzed using Spearman's rank correlation 
coefficient.  The finding of study demonstrated  that 

1.  There  was  a  significantly  positive  relationship  between  expectations  and  
experience  for  violation of  rights  and  for  psychological abuse at  a  high  level   (rho  =  0.841,  P < 0.01,    
rho  =  0.832,  P < 0.01,  respectively).  There  was  significantly  positive  relationship  between  expectations   
and    experience  for   neglect,  for   exploitation   and  for  physical abuse  at  a  moderate  level  (rho  =  0.737,  
P < 0.01,   rho  =  0.733,  P < 0.01,  rho  =  0.720,  P < 0.01,  respectively). 

2.   Overall  there  was  a  significantly  positive  relationship  between  expectations and 
experience of  elderly  abuse  at  a  high  level   (rho  =  0.841,  P < 0.01) 

     The study results provide significant knowledge which will enable nurses and 
other health care providers in developing interventions to prevent older adults from abuse, 
managing the problem, and setting a surveillance plan for abusive situations among high risk 
groups.  
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