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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this descriptive research were to study the  quality of life of  HIV

infected and AIDS patients under the Comprehensive and Continuum Care program (CCC program)

in the Lower Southern Region and to examine the relationships between the service received,   level

of severity, duration of participation in the project and the quality of  life. One hundred and thirty

HIV infected and AIDS patients under the CCC program in Lower Southern Region from 7

community hospitals were purposively selected during April  to November 2005. The questionnaire

consisted of 3 parts, including demographic data, WHOQOL- HIV and the services received. The

content validity of  this questionnaire was verified by five experts and tested for reliability using

Cronbach's alpha coefficient, yielding 0.81 and 0.83 respectively. The major results of the study

were as follows:

1. The overall quality of life of subject was at a medium level  (  = 426.51, SD =

40.70). Considering each dimension, it was found that the QOL in every dimension was at a

medium level  except that of  the independence dimension which was at high level. (  = 60.94,

SD= 8.29)

2. The overall services received of the subject was at a high level ( = 39.85, SD 

= 6.96) and received service in every aspect was at a high level,  including  service in physical 

aspect ( = 22.61, SD = 4.04), mental aspect ( = 10.03, SD = 2.59), and social/economic/rights 

protection aspect   (  = 7.22, SD =2.21).

3. Regarding the relationship between received service level, severity level and

quality of life, it was found that service received had a significant positive correlation with quality

of life ( r = 0.34, p < 0.01).
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The findings of this study suggest that  providing service under the Comprehensive

and Continuum Care Program could assist or promote the quality of life  of HIV infected and AIDS

patients.


