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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to assess health impact from
community-based tourism in Ban Laem Sak Community and Ban Tham Suea
Community in Ao Luek District, Krabi Province. Four steps of health impact assessment
were employed: public screening, public scoping, assessing, and public review. This
concurrent impact assessment was intermediate appraisal. Data were collected
through in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, workshop and participant
observation on fifty informants consisting of representatives of the Community Tourism
Development, local people, informants from the government sector, private sector
and other local organizations; content analysis was performed.

The study found that community tourism improved community
economy. Incomes of many occupational groups increased such as community
enterprises, gsuided tours, Hua Thong Long-tailed Boat groups, local orchid conservation
and breeding groups, and batik groups. Income distribution was also found among
other related occupational groups inside and outside the area such as organic aquatic
animal processing groups, and natural shrimp past groups. The employment rates of
the two communities were found to increase. Management of community tourism
benefits was carried out in the form of social business where benefits were shared with
society or community.

Socio-culturally, it was found that community tourism revived and
conserved traditional culture in food, costume, and entertainment such as Peranakan
culture of the Southern Malay Peninsula, Rong Ngeng dance, batik sarong printed with
ancient painting patterns, and native fishing wisdom. In the two communities, there
were tourist activities in culture, food, and various health activities such as biking, and
mud spa, etc.

Regarding natural resources, it was found that the two communities had
similar natural resources and environmental management. They had environmental
conservation activities such as mangrove reforestation and nypa palm reforestation

that enhance animal and plant fertility.



(8)

It is recommended for the two communities that there should be
measures to control the number of tourists to sensitive tourist attractions such as
nursery grounds for wild orchids and lady’s slipper orchids. There should also be
agreements on local aquatic animal care, mangrove reforestation, environmental
management policy, community tourism activities that promote natural resources and
environmental conservation, rules and regulations or measures for community tourism
management including measures for conservation, revival, and development of natural
resources in the community, including creating community tourism networks and
networks for management of natural resources, traditions and culture to make

community tourism sustainable.
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Abstract

The scoping step is an essential component of health impact assessment, which
intends to identify the determinants of health, public concern, set the boundary and,
determine the indicator for assessing. This Participatory Action Research aimed to explore
the indicators for community health impact assessment (CHIA) of community based tourism
(CBT) in Krabi province, Thailand. We systematically reviewed and conducted the public
scoping workshop to identify and established the scope of health effected from community
based tourism. Content analysis method was used for analyzed data.

The results revealed that three particular issues should be addressed in the CHIA
process for CBT. The first domain was economic aspect: the equitable distribution of revenue
from goods & services and the effective income allocation. The second was society and
culture: the social integration to strengthen community relationships, the promotion of
resources conservation, the community participation in resources management, the
community involvement in service consideration, and the value of local wisdom. The last
domain was ecological & environment: the quality of natural resources database and the
abundance of natural resources. All of the domain will use for creating tools and method
for the assessment step. Understanding and assessing the impact of community based

tourism is vital to maintaining sustainability and long term success of CBT industry.
Keywords: health impact Assessment, scoping, community based tourism
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