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ABSTRACT

This study is “Life of Thai victims of human trafficking in Neighbouring Countries
and the implementation of assistance from the Government of Thailand” The purpose
of this study were 1) to study the life of Thai victims of human trafficking in
Neighbouring Countries. 2) to study the assistance victims of human trafficking of the
Thai government. And 3) to study the problems and obstacles of helping victims. This
research uses data collection methods from research studies, academic articles and
other documents related. And the study had been conducted by the
phenomenological qualitative approach and applied the in-depth interview with 8
Thais victims of human trafficking. In addition, the semi-structure interview was used
with 5 person who were staff for helping victims of human trafficking of Royal Thai
Embassy. The data analysis had been done by using the data processing, data
categorizing, and the relation scheme synthesizing.

The results showed that 1) Thais who victims of human trafficking in
Neighbouring Countries. They were persuaded and deceived to work. The unwilling
Thais victims, they always were seduced and kidnapped by applying anesthetic in food,
beverages or drugs. Until the symptoms of intoxication and loss of consciousness
therefore delivered to the terminal country. When the Thais victims arrived at the
terminal country, they were forced sexual services and forced labor which will be
threatened by the employer. Some were attacked and hold to work and often utilized.
Thais sex workers were exploited for whoredom. Some workers were forced to work
as prostitutes without pay. The Thais usually took advantages of the labors by giving
excess working hours and extra jobs without extra pays. Thais labors who worked in
fishery business were threatened, abused, and cruelly forced to work without
additional pay and rest. And even when they were sick.

Factors contributing to human trafficking include economic factors such as

micro-level, community economic structure, occupation, income, and macro-level,
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such as values and trends in migration, social factors such as Education, Family
background, needs, and personality. And environmental factors that may be
considered include location-risk, residential areas and neighborhoods. 2) Helping
victims of human trafficking from the Thai government in Neighbouring Countries, which
it’s an assistance under the Royal Thai Embassy. It is only to help track and verify the
status of people, as well as expedite the prosecution and coordinate repatriation when
those persons were released. The basic assistance procedures are as follows: 1.
receiving the incident report 2. Coordinating the anti-human trafficking police 3.
Assistance 4. Investigating and sorting out the victims and 5. Repatriation to the country
of origin. And 3) the problems and obstacles in helping victims found operator problem
is the staff of the embassy is insufficient. Victim's problem is the victim did not
cooperate with the authorities in providing truthful information. Coordination problems
arise from the legal process of Neighbouring Countries that takes time to prosecute.
And finally, the problem of information is the victim of misinformation because of the
fear of being wrong. So, the embassy's assistance to Thai victims of human trafficking
in Neighbouring Countries has been delayed before being able to help Thai people
repatriate to their country of origin.

Respondents had suggestion were as follows: 1) Government officials should
publicize and information dissemination so that people have a better understanding
about human trafficking and thus protect them from the trafficking cycle. 2)
Government officials and all sectors must be cooperative and work together to
seriously solve the problem of human trafficking. And 3) Government officials should
observe and follow up the solving problems of trafficking after repatriated them back

to country.
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uen9ndl tndminisvessumalnglieusaumnenazuuAniefuimndeine
Vistod]

AUNIUYNTUATUTVTUARYAIU W.A. 2525 TLUANUNUIYAIN “wde” e
p1vnsesdnt, in3esde, Miuiasied Tasasdiuinrumanedldl lunauynsududy
Wiganisfienunnuvaneveandenily luldmunefande (Victim) Afinnmmneluguiuy
dnwariieafuonuyinssy m‘lfm&djaﬁL‘ﬁu(;f’l‘qﬂﬂa‘ﬁLﬁﬂ%ﬂ‘ﬂ?ﬂmiﬂi%ﬁﬂﬂ’muaﬂ AN
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Uszanas 23,500 WiSHansy A1nIANININUINITIIANAUsEINa 142,000 A G?fqmﬁaagj
Tusdudionssiandues $1uau 8,000 - 10,000 AU waNIINTENTTIBUINITNANA
ffslsivssaiAnnzanndu q 1wy Weswodu Taendeuinmmanaazidugniidly
$ruaun fu $uasileins viedwewns dudunduoivginssuueuusafiotadedudungy
iWonsfuywdnana Ingdeals ennieu visnsdivasnliudanuiioaie Teduls
fsvind FandedulnginanedonsTusendedd warluraslindiiuundy fseny
MsfuywaRntuuunnRnfunsLa sy lovdniane sauvien1sdayedens
uannyiAandumie msduyedudn filiusrrvuvesssmaiioutiudau
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wazanuwieluaniuusznauianis nislidenufud Ardne Hluan1svinau e
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NI TSI LU TEU
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3.1 SEAUMINIA
- Sufinanudlaindemsudanisdiinuazaniuagnnsthemdemioves

Mt

miﬁwgwé (MOU on Bilateral Cooperation for Eliminating Trafficking in Children and
Women and Assisting Victims of Trafficking) %ﬂiﬂ&lﬁﬁmmmﬂmﬁuﬁmmm @ weao) an
@ beaw) Fonun @ bedo) uaniilouini @ veel) lnofddlinnusisuliuidenaes
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dmsunisUesiuiagioniun1sAuywed (Memorandum of Cooperation between the

Government of Japan and Thailand concerning the Exchange of Information for the
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Purpose of Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Persons) dieusslevilunisduanuy
apvauifesasdluaidungud veenansunuuassiduadnsziaufiavilulnewas
Juuegniiuszansnm atfuayuanusudlomangmneserilnefudgiu
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3.2 5¥AUDINIA LAz IEMINeUTEINA

- NT%UIUNITUINE (Regional Ministerial Conference on People

Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime - Bali Process) vOu
MsUszasERusguunsvesUstmalugiinnae ouddiinifsafunisdnasuauaudiies
MsFagwe warenugInssuT s ANiAeates Usznaufeandn <o Ussina uazeddnis
seninaUsene uazUsemagdunnnisel e Useina I Steering Group Felnerduaundn
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$ruilesziuniinin (Regional Co-operation Framework - RCF) §a1asinn1siileifiou
funeu weee il Ussmalngldfdiusnlunszuiunisuing fail (o) Sunudug
Uszaunuansynauuleuts nsaunguaneg kasn1susdulynguuny (Coordinator of Bali
Process activities on Policy and Law Enforcement Response) (o) s[,ﬁL'Euqmwwumi
ANAUIIUYY RSO LAZNIZUIUNITUIMATENINT bede-beds TUTUIURY mo,000
poaansansy (m) TEuAanssulunsounszUIUNITUNE Wu Swfueeamsideiiieday sy
Ufuansluidenisiidnedunasnisaniiununuiusnsalvesoydyayrandssyving
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3.3 SEAUDNTLY

- nalnlunseven@euiaiunsiesiukazusiusunsiaywdi lnedund
AuA ASEAN Declaration Against Trafficking in Persons Particularly Women and Children
U beew Tngaziuiifunmstadulingmune msfaueniviiooanaingnszvinin uaznns
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- nalnvdnlunsevendouimegluszninanisfiansandaria 16un Regional
Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons ¢lnauazdaaluslasundnsulunis
Uszgudnihflonlaondeudiueivgnsaudiuni (SOMTC) afafl o luifeufusisu
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beee fnganns Taenadosuazasiouanumeismssiuginaiiealtivayuunusysulan
UN Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons kagnsinvineydeyayiedeu
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Abstract

This article focuses on the process of helping victims of human trafficking at
Thai Embassy in a neighboring country. It reflects the approach to helping victims of
human trafficking litigation under the help of the embassy. The aim for study the
process of helping victims of human trafficking of the embassy, including studying
about the problems and obstacles of the victim rescue process. To achieve the above
objectives, this article uses educational methods through relevant academic articles,
report of the embassy's aid to human trafficking victims and other documents related
to human trafficking victims processes and problems and obstacles of the victim rescue
process for guide the development of procedures for victims of human trafficking. In
addition, semi-structured interviews were conducted with personnel responsible for
the victims human trafficking by the Royal Thai Embassy totaling 5 people. The results
of the analysis showed that the human trafficking victim was undertaken by a Thai
embassy in that neighbouring country. It is only to help track and verify the status of
people, as well as expedite the prosecution and coordinate repatriation when those
persons were released for the relevant agencies to take care. The problems and
obstacles of the victim rescue process arise from the process of coordination with
various agencies. In addition, the staff and the victim problems also affect their work.
Due to insufficient assistance to the victims and the victims do not cooperate with the
authorities, thus the Thai Embassy has delayed the process of helping victims of human

trafficking.

Keywords: Human trafficking, Helping Process Trafficked Victims, Neighbouring

Countries.
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Human Trafficking: Thais’ Way of Life in Neighbouring Countries.
Kansinee Kaewpheng *

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wanchai Dhammasaccakarn **

Abstract

This article aimed to study Thais” way of Life in neighbouring countries who
are victims of human trafficking process. The study had been conducted by the
phenomenological qualitative approach and applied in-depth interviews with eight Thai
victims of human trafficking. In addition, the semi-structured interview was used with
five persons who were staff of the Royal Thai Embassy helping victims of human
trafficking. The data analysis used data processing, data categorizing, and relation
scheme synthesizing. The results were that they were persuaded and deceived to work
in neighboring Countries. They were also exploited by extorting travel fees. The victims
traveled to neighboring countries illegally by various means such as holding a tourist
visa but overstaying, and, smuggled without documents. The unwilling Thais victims
were seduced and kidnapped by applying an anesthetic or drugs in food or beverages.
They were delivered to their destination while intoxicated or unconscious. When the
Thai victims arrived at the destination country, they were forced into sexual services
and forced labor, after being threatened by the employer. Some were attacked and
forced to work. Thais sex workers were exploited for prostitution. Some workers were
forced to work as prostitutes without pay. Thais were further exploited by excess
working hours and extra jobs without extra pay. Thai laborers who worked in the fishery
business were threatened, abused, and cruelly forced to work without additional pay

and rest; even when they were sick.
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Introduction

“Human trafficking” is an important phenomenon that occurs globally. It is
an international human rights issue because human trafficking is an act of detriment to
human dignity and value. This is the most serious violation of human rights. Moreover,
the problem of human trafficking leads to other problems such as crime, drugs, illegal
immigration, and prostitution.

Thailand is one of various countries around the world affected by human
trafficking. Human trafficking results from complex social structures, including the
changing economic conditions resulting in a lack of stability in society, community,
and family. People must strive for security of their lives in order to survive in society.
Therefore, people need to relocate in order to seek better jobs and incomes. In
particular, human trafficking affects the disadvantaged, the poor, low income, and less
socially advantaged people than those living in developed countries. Therefore, it is the
impetus for humans to seek employment in a developed society. Therefore, people need

to migrate to developed cities or countries. The human trafficking movement took
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advantage of opportunities by bringing in prostitution, the use of illegal labor and
exploiting the poor.

Neighbouring countries are an alternative for Thai immigrants to seek
employment. Neighbouring countries are a popular destination of migrant workers for
economic reasons or as a transit country because they are more developed than
Thailand. This awareness is the cause of taking risks and seeking opportunities to work.
This is combined with the belief that traveling to neighbouring countries will be more
rewarding than working in Thailand. Therefore, Thais decide to choose neighbouring
Countries as a means of migration to work without the facts and education to make
informed decisions. They only consider that their income opportunities will be better
than in Thailand. This results in Thais being victims of organized crime and human
trafficking.

Therefore, this research paper aims to understand the life path of Thai people in
neighbouring countries who have fallen victim to human trafficking. The participants
are the victims of human trafficking themselves and staff of the Royal Thai Embassy,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia who helped the victims. This article focuses on the life path
of being a victim of human trafficking. It consists of characteristics of becoming a
victim, travel route, behavior, and abuse after becoming a victim, description of life and
escape from being a victim of human trafficking.

Research Objective

This article aims to study the life path of victims of human trafficking in

neighbouring countries.

Literature Review
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This study references the definition of human trafficking from the United
Nations as defined in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Human Trafficking
in Persons Especially Women and Children in Article 3 attached to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Crime. The protocol was established as an
organization in 2000 to review the master law on human trafficking appearing in the
Emergency Decree, Section 6 of the amendment to the Anti-Human Trafficking Act
B.E. 2551, 2019, which can be summarized as follows:

Term “human trafficking” the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring.
or receipt of person by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of duress, of
abduction, of deception, abuse of power or a position of vulnerability or of the giving
or receiving of payments or benefits from children, women and men by purpose of
prostitution, forced labor or services, slavery or any other form the person to be
physically affected and the mind, whether that person consent or not consent.

This research article reports on the human trafficking process associated with
migration from the country of origin into the country of destination, both in the form of
legal and illegal immigration. In addition to this study, four main theoretical concepts
were applied: 1) Migration Theory (Cited in Rungnapha Thepphap, 2007); Migration
is the movement of individuals from their original residence to the new residence.
Migration can be performed both internally and to international countries. Migration
can beshort-term or long-term. The factors that influence migration are economic,
political, and social, including legal migration and illegal migration. Migrants may or
may not have migration options because migration decisions are made by coercion or
voluntarily. 2) Concepts of international migration (International Migration) is the

movement of large populations across the border from their country of citizenship or
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residence to another country to sustain life for a long time. Its purpose is to carry out
activities that receive compensation. The universal principle determines that living in
another place for a period of one year is considered migration (Suphang Chantawanich
et al, 1998). In addition, the neoclassical economics group explained that humans
decide to migrate for economic reasons. Therefore, the main factors that lead to human
migration are higher wages and employment opportunities. Sociologists try to look at
the phenomenon of international migration in a differently than economists. Economic
considerations are only part of the migration system. It also includes social, cultural,
legal, and international factors. In this study, the researcher focused on international
migration. Kritaya Archavanichkul, (199 7) discusses the causes of international
migration as follows. It results from differences in the economic growth of the country,
demographic structure, political conflict, environmental conditions, and resources that
are different in each country. Human trafficking may be considered part of migration
in which a group of people seeking to emigrate are exploited. Sometimes the victim is
a voluntary migrant. In some situations, migration may not involve human trafficking.
However, disadvantaged, migrants such as migrant workers, children, and women, are
likely to become victims of human trafficking processes. 3) Victimology theory: the
researcher can summarize the meaning as follows: Persons who suffer physical, mental,
property loss, or loss of life and all the other consequences of the crime of the
perpetrator are all victims. In this research, “victims” refer to Thai women who have
been deceived for prostitution and fishing crews who were deceived for their labor. 4)
The concept of human rights: Amnesty International states that Human rights are the
fundamental rights and freedoms that belong to every single person. Human rights have

some key qualities agreed to by the international community. Human rights cannot be
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taken away from us. They are indivisible and interdependent. All rights must be
respected because all rights are equal. Human rights can never be taken away, but they
can sometimes be restricted, for example in the case of a person braking the law or for
national security reasons. These rights and freedoms are based on values like dignity,
fairness, equality, respect, and independence. Human rights are not just abstract
concepts. They are defined and protected by law. According to the Human Rights
Commission and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, human rights are
fundamental rights that everyone has from birth. Right cannot be divided by gender,
age, skin color, or position, because all human beings have the dignity of humanity,
rights, liberties, and equality. Rights cannot be transferred to another person.Therefore,
human trafficking is related to human rights violations. Human trafficking is a matter
of depriving human liberty. It is a major problem facing the world. It is related to the
exploitation and way of life of the people in society. Exploitation and human rights
abuses cause physical and mental damage, loss of opportunity, and lack of safety and
security of victims. Human trafficking was originally a method of coercion; now the
victims of human trafficking come voluntarily. Human rights violations include being
deceived to work without receiving actual income or deceived about the type of work.
Methodology

This research is a qualitative study of phenomenology. It is an individual
analysis. There are two groups of respondents. The first is the main group of informants:
Thais who are victims of human trafficking in neighbouring countries who were victims
of human trafficking and rescued by staff at the Royal Thai Embassy, Kuala Lumpur.
This group includes eight volunteers who agreed to provide insights. They included two

females victims of trafficking (age 19 and 23), two female victims of prostitution (age
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26 and 28), and two male fishing crew workers (35 and 39). One person died while
waiting to be deported to Thailand. The other participants were two female forced labor
cases (18 and 27). They were accused or convicted by a neighbouring countries law
court of crimes related to human trafficking. The second group is the staff responsible
for helping five Thai victims of human trafficking. They were aid workers at the Thai
Embassy in Kuala Lumpur with two to five years’ experience with human trafficking
cases. The participants also included two Thai volunteers in a neighbouring countries
with three to five years’ work experience helping victims of trafficking.

In-depth interview guidelines were used as a tool for data collection. They
consisted of (a) general information of the victims; (b) causes; (c) life path of the victim;
(d) impact on physical and mental health, and (5) future plans. As The informants had
two consecutive interviews. The interviews were recorded by notes and read to the
informant to obtain their consent to use the information. The data was then analyzed.
The reliability of the information was examined using the data triangulation method.
The data was categorized and synthesized.

Findings

1. General Information of the Victim Thai victims of sex trafficking were
voluntary and non-voluntary and 20 to 26 year old females. They had only six years of
secondary education and worked in trade or farming or were unemployed. The Thai
victims of forced labour or fishing crew were both male, female and child, aged 18-39,
with a 6™ grade education and employed in general employment and farming. Some
were unemployed. Most of the Thai victims had never traveled to a foreign countries
or neighbouring country. Some had worked previously in a neighbouring country. The

victims had a family history of poverty, divorced or dead parents, disability, and family
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debt problems. They were persuaded to work by the prospect of a higher income
without studying the information or thinking twice about their decision. They wanted
to have a job to support themselves and their families because of limited job
opportunities and income in their area.

2. Thai Life Path of Falling Victims to Human Trafficking in Neighbouring
Countries.

2.1 Characteristics of Being a Victim of Trafficking Most victims were
persuaded by close people, friends, relatives, villagers, or Thai people who had worked
in neighbouring countries. They were told by these people that they could have a good
income without working hard. Involuntary victims were deceived and persuaded to
work in entertainment venues (karaokes) and Thai massage (spas).

“I traveled to neighbouring countries to meet my boyfriend, but broke up with
my boyfriend. After breaking up I don't know where to go. Therefore, | contacted Thai
people in neighbouring countries by chat in Facebook for assistance. And he persuaded
me to live with him. Then he kept me in the house from starvation, forced to take drugs
and forced me to sell myself ” (Ms. On, interviewed on October 24, 2019)

“l'was invited to work in a restaurant at Sungai Kolok. Because many people
in the village come to work and said that the income was high. After coming to work
at a restaurant at Sungai Kolok. | was also persuaded to work at a restaurant in a
neighbouring country. But when | arrived the restaurant was not as persuaded but it's a
massage parlor and secretly has prostitution. My employer will let me prostitute, but |
won't and | want to go back to Thailand. The employer threatened to notify the police.

So I have to prostitute.” (Nong Fai, interview on October 13, 2019).
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Other victims were deceived and kidnapped to work as fishermen by various
tactics. These included being offered higher wages than they received. (300 baht per
day or 10,000 baht per month, which is higher than what is received in Thailand). Some
received an offer to work for five months and receive a compensation of 100,000 baht.
Some were drugged or poisoned. Some were drugged and woke up imprisoned on the
boat. They were subsequently forced to work without pay. Agents preyed on their
victims in places like Sanam Luang, Hua Lamphong, Mo Chit Bus Terminal or some
karaoke shops in Songkhla, Samut Prakan, and Samut Sakhon.

“I met a strange man at Hua Lamphong Railway Station. He came over to talk
and invited me to work on a fishing boat. And told me that the pay is high but have to
live and work in the middle of the sea. At that time, | was looking for a job. Therefore
agreed upon the invitation and get on the boat together with 4-5 people. When | got on
the boat, | was taken by the captain of the boat and seized my passport. And forced to
work and transfer me to other boats” (Mr. Su, interviewed on October 13, 2019).

“| took the train from Isan (Northeast of Thailand) to Hua Lamphong to find
work in Bangkok. While walking to find a job, a stranger came to persuade me to go to
work. So | agreed and followed the man. He invited me to eat and when | wake up again
| found myself on a fishing boat in southern Thailand. And was forced to work unpaid
and was also beaten physically abused for many years” (Mr. Ri, interview on October
13, 2019).

Thai victims who were legally brought into neighbouring countries were often
led through legitimate channels by using documents to travel through legal

immigration, but later breaking the law of neighbouring countries. Some overstayed.



145

They came on tourist visas without permission to work. Some victims were deceived
or persuaded and imported illegally into a neighbouring country by land or sea.

2.2 Behavior and Abuse of Thai Victims Victims were tricked into sex
work. They were often exploited by prostitution in the manner of being forced to sell
sex services to guests who used the service in karaoke shops, pubs, and massage parlors
in exchange for wages. Some people were forced into prostitution without pay. If the
victim refused, they were beaten and physically attacked. Some people were tricked
into using drugs by injecting methamphetamine into the body In order for the victim to
have a blur, unconsciousness, and sent to customers who used the service.

“1 was invited to work at the pub. And then | was deceived by a deceived
agent and locked up in aroom. Then send me to prostitute in various hotels as customers
want before leaving for work, the agent will force me to inject methamphetamine every
time.” (Ms. Wan, interviewed on 24 October 2019)

“1 was invited by a friend to work as a singer in the Ping Club pub and told
me that the income was good. So | came to do it too, because my friends came to do it
together. But | was forced into prostitution by a broker and went with a customer after
singing. If I refuse, | was physically attacked by a broker to beat me for prostitution.”
(Ms. Tukta, interviewed on 24 October 2019)

Victims who came to work in labor or as fishermen were often exploited for
wages in the form of working overtime in the contract or doing other non-contractual
work without receiving additional pay. Victims who were unwilling to work in fisheries
were often subjected to tyrannical forced labor. They were physically intimidated,
starved, and forced to work with no rest or while sick and without pay. Some people

were sold from boat to boat, so they had no chance of getting off the boat for years.
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Some were beaten and physically attacked, causing brain damage, communication
problems, and lost memory. Thai victims are often deceived in connection with travel
documents that subsequently make them illegal. This puts the victim in a disadvantaged
position to the employer because they rely on their employers to hide from government
officials seeking to arrest them. Often the employers withhold travel documents from
their victims. Therefore, they did not dare to go out of the residence or work. Some
were forced to use drugs and were imprisoned. “I was persuaded by an acquaintance to
work as a nanny. | smuggled into the natural channel along the border. When | came to
work, | was often beaten, starved, imprisoned by employers, keep your phone out of
contact with family or outsiders and forced me to work all the time not to rest until |
couldn't stand it, so I ran away from home while my boss was sleeping.” (Nong Ya,
interviewed on 24 October 2019).

“I was tricked into working on a fishing boat in the south for 1-2 years. | have
never landed back to Thailand. While working on the boat | was often beaten by
captains, forced me to work 24 hours a day without rest. So | thought of escaping with
the other crew but was caught and cut me with a knife and pouring fire oil on my body.
| jumped into the water and swam ashore. After disembarking | was arrested by the
government for illegal immigration. Because | don't have a work permit document.”
(Mr. Ree, interviewed on October 13, 2019)

2.3 Breaking Free from Being a Victim of Human Trafficking
Thai victims were deceived into sex work in the form of prostitution. One victim
escaped from the employer to get help from people in that area and was taken to the
police for investigation and prosecution. If the case was related to human trafficking

the court was requested to issue temporary protection or assistance to the victim to be
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detained as a witness and sent to an emergency shelter according to the court order
supervised under the Ministry of Women's Development and the Ministry of Social
Welfare. The court will complete the investigation within 21 days and if the person is
considered to be a victim of human trafficking, the court will consider extending the
protection order for three months until the court finishes its deliberations. If the court
decides that the person is not a victim of human trafficking, the court will then cancel
the temporary protection order and the person will be transferred to the immigration
department for further action to coordinate with government agencies of that country
to carry out repatriation to the country of origin. Thai victims tricked into fishing or
forced labor escape by swimming while the boat is at rest or near shore. Some victims
escaped as the ship approached the port. They climbed the fence or escaped through the
fence in the port area and escaped into the forest before traveling on foot to the city.
After escaping, they were arrested by immigration authorities for illegal immigration
because they had no travel document. They were taken into quarantine at an emergency
shelter for further prosecution.Victims were taken to an emergency home pending court
proceedings. The interior was divided into sections. Those in the care of an emergency
home cannot leave, but have the freedom to participate in various activities as specified
by the officials. These include watching movies, playing badminton, and read books or
magazines. There is food that is of better quality than food in prisons or detention
centers.Detained victims can call their relatives once a week, but visits are not allowed.
The emergency home is located in an undisclosed area and have staff watching around
the clock. Victims contemplated life after being repatriated to Thailand. They planned
to return to normal lives and the same job even though the income was low. They

thought life would not be as difficult as in the emergency home and they would return
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to work and care for their families. They planned never to return to a neighbouring
country.

Thai victims of human trafficking suffered the after-effects of physical and
mental abuse. These included wounds from beatings, stabbing and oil burns. The mental
damage included fear, paranoia, brain damage, communication problems, memory loss,
and the effects of forced drug use. The abuse also led to death.

Conclusion and Discussion

The purpose of this research paper was to study the life path of Thai people in
neighbouring countries who are victims of human trafficking.

1. Personal factors. The interview results revealed the causes of becoming
victims of human trafficking. These included lack of education, family status, parental
death or disability, socioeconomic conditions, lack of job opportunities, and social
inequality. All these factors affect immigration to the city or abroad in search of job
opportunities to generate higher income. Victims received referrals and solicitations
from close people and lacked correct information or careful consideration before
deciding to leave Thailand. This is consistent with the immigration theory that
migration can be internal migration or international migration. The causes of migration
are economic, political, and social factors and include legal and illegal migration.
Migrants may or may not have the option to migrate. The decision to migrate was made
by compulsion or voluntarily (Rungnapha Thephaphap, 2007). This is consistent with
the reason why many the victims sought a better income in a neighbouring country to
create a stable life. Some migrated voluntarily but later deceived, or some were forced
to relocate. Thai migration is an international immigration to stay abroad for a long time

to undertake paid or income-based activities. International migration is associated with
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seeking better economic conditions. (Supang Chantavanich et al., (1998)). Apart from
economic factors, migration is also fuelled by social, cultural, legal, and political
factors. This is consistent with the research of Rungnapha Thephaphap, (2007) on The
Human Trafficking Problem in Thailand: The State of Knowledge and Vilawan
Limpanawanakul's research, (2004) on The Trafficking Processes of Girl Victims: A
case Study of Ban Kred-Trakarn. Both studies address the causes of human trafficking
victims due to personal, economic, social, and cultural factors. There is also research
on International Migration and Human Trafficking in Neighbouring Countries: A Study
on lllegal Immigrants of Mohd Na'eim Ajis; Illegal Immigration Case Study,
Kamarulzaman Askandar & Saadon Awang, (2015). Human trafficking is part of
migration. Malaysia is a popular destination for migrants because of its developed status
and income opportunities.

Migration is considered a human lifestyle and is a right stated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights that everyone is free to move. People have the right to
leave and enter their country in order to have security in life and to be able to live to
survive in society with equal opportunity.

2. The way of life of Thai people in neighbouring countries who are victims
of human trafficking. It arises from the basic human needs s to live well, eat well, be
safe, and live a life of equality in which everyone has the right and freedom to choose
life in order to survive in society. Those disadvantaged in education have no social
bargaining power and are driven to seek employment in a prosperous society or country.
As a result, people migrated to find work to care for themselves and their families. The
consequences are that migrants fall prey to exploitation through prostitution and unfair

or forced labour. The living conditions of Thai trafficking victims are among the most
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serious violations of human rights concerning the degradation of human dignity and
values causing damage to the victim both physically and mentally. The principle of
human rights stated that everyone has the right not to violate anyone, can perform any
action independently. Human trafficking is an affront to human equality, dignity and
security of the person. In short, it is a human rights violation.

It was found that all Thai victims of human trafficking were victims of
prostitution and forced labor, which is consistent with the Research of Suhakam, (2020)
on human trafficking. Most trafficking in Malaysia is in the form of sex trafficking and
forced labour. There is also a research report of the Malaysian Women's Assistance
Organization (WAOQ), 2017. Malaysia is a popular destination for people from various
countries. Due to the country's economic strength, Malaysia is a country where
immigrants come to seek employment opportunities. Not all migrants are victims of
human trafficking, but victims of human trafficking include refugees, asylum seekers,
and stateless persons. As a result, these people are all at risk of human trafficking. The
Malaysian Women's Aid Organization (WAO) also said that there is a group of people
who misunderstand human trafficking. Some believe only women are victims of sex
trafficking at the hands of men. However, many men are also victims who are deceived
and tempted to work in industries such as construction, agriculture, manufacturing,
service, and fisheries industries.  Male and female trafficking are the subject of The
Victimization of seaman through Human Trafficking: A Case Study of Male Victims
in The Protection and Occupation Development Centre of Pathumthani Province, by
Thantawan Kaewsom, (2010) and research on The Trafficking Processes of Girl

Victims: A case Study of Ban Kred-Trakarn of Vilawan Limpanavanakul, (2004).
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Abstract

This article to study Repatriation to the Country of Origin of Thai Trafficking
Victims from Neighbouring Countries. The study had been conducted by the qualitative
approach. The aims of this research articles were 1) to study the process of Repatriation
to the Country of Origin of Thai Trafficking Victims and 2) to study the problems and
obstacles of helping victims. This article uses data collection methods through
research, academic articles, report on the results of helping victims of human trafficking
of the Royal Thai Embassy and other documents related to helping victims of trafficking
and the barriers to assistance. In addition, applied the in-depth interview with 8 of Thai
traffickers Victims and the semi-structure interview was used with 5 persons who were
involved in helping Thai trafficking victims return to their home country by selected by
purposive sampling. Data analysis had been done by using the data processing, data
categorizing, and the relation scheme synthesizing. The results of the study found that
Thai victims who have been acquitted will have the process of repatriation to their
domicile states as follows: The agencies that provide assistance are the embassy. 2.
Procedures for picking up victims at the airport, 3. Planning and reintegration
procedures, and 4.Follow-up and surveillance procedures so that the victims can live
in the community and happily. And the problems and obstacles in helping victims
found operator problem is the staff of the embassy is insufficient. Victim's problem is
the victim did not cooperate with the authorities in providing truthful information.
Coordination problems arise from the legal process of neighbouring countries that
takes time to prosecute. And finally, the problem of information is the victim of
misinformation because of the fear of being wrong. So, the embassy's assistance to
Thai victims of human trafficking in neighbouring countries has been delayed before

being able to help Thai people repatriate to their country of origin.
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