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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate the trading dynamics of
Ko Mi flea market (1953-2013) and the practice of everyday life of the secondhand
clothing vendors in Ko Mi flea market. The data of this qualitative research were
collected from non-participatory observations and in-depth interviews with 44
subjects consisting of the owner of the market, vendors, and buyers. The data were
classified into categories, interpreted, and inductively concluded. The results of the
study were presented using descriptive analysis, and revealed the following.

1. The changing dynamics of Ko Mi flea market (1953-2013) revealed
that the change of Ko Mi flea market could be divided into three phases. In the first
phase (1953-1983), Ko Mi flea market was established to be a place where products
of the original Muslim community were traded among people in Ko Mi community.
Most of the products were agricultural produce and products obtained from nature.
The second phase (1983-2003) was the period when consumer products entered the
market and the market area was expanded and improved to make it more
convenient. Zoning on types of goods was done, and the market began to be
known among vendors who sold goods at the market as well as those who traveled
from one flea market to another to sell their goods. Vendors reserved spaces so
that they could have certain spots in the market. More varieties of goods were
available, and thus, more choices for buyers. The third phase (2003-2013) was a

period when secondhand clothing entered the market. The look of Ko Mi flea
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market was different from the way it used to be as secondhand clothing jostled its
way through the market area. More vendors from outside the community, from
different districts and provinces, particularly, secondhand clothing vendors from the
three southern border provinces.

2. Regarding the practice of everyday life of secondhand clothing
vendors in Ko Mi flea market, it was found that before becoming secondhand
clothing vendors, all of them had done other jobs wether they were from Hat Yai or
other provinces, namely, Surat Thani, Krabi, Nakhon Si Thammarat, and the three
southern border provinces, and some of them had a place to stay in Hat Yai. Some
of the jobs they had done before selling secondhand clothing included motorcycle
salespersons, government employees, odd-job doers, and electrical technicians but
their monthly income was not enough to make ends meet, Thus, they turned to
selling secondhand clothing. Secondhand clothing vendors in Ko Mi flea market
could be classified into two groups: a group who sold only at Ko Mi flea market, and
the other who sold at other markets in addition to Ko Mi flea market. They did not
sell on Monday but spent it for ordering and sorting out their goods into different
grades. Concerning competition for a space in Ko Mi flea market, it was found that
vendors began by selling their goods using the same space as their friends before
contacting the market owner to rent a space. They also had techniques in displaying
their goods to attract buyers. As for the routes of the secondhand clothing, it was
found that there were various routes. The first one is from Malaysia through
middlemen in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. The second route was the vendors went
to select the goods and ordered them from Rong Kluea market. The third route was
ordering from secondhand clothing websites. Regarding payments, there were
several ways such as cash, transfering through banks, or using deferred payment and

paid the next amount when they received a new lot of goods.
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nadnvasnaIatanizull:
NARANANEANIINITNYATEAAIANTITANTRN TS
Trading Dynamics of Ko Mi Flea Market:

From an Agricultural Produce Market to a Secondhand Clothing Market

g3ind ywysen’
Surasak Boonrod
a1 ygyusmay
Kettawa Boonprakarn

Abstract
The objective of this study was to investigate the trading dynamics of Ko Mi
flea market in the Ko Mi flea market area. The data of this qualitative research were
collected from non-participatory observations and in-depth interviews with 15
informants consisting of the owner of the market, vendors, and buyers. The data
were classified into categories, interpreted, and concluded. The results of the study
revealed that in its first phase (1953-1983), the market was a place where products of
the original Muslim community were traded among people in Ko Mi community.
Most of the products were agricultural produce and products obtained from nature.
The second phase (1983-2003) was the booming phase in which the market time and

people were extended and expanded. The market area was expanded and
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improved to make it more convenient. Zoning on types of goods was done, and the
market began to be known among vendors who sold at the market as well as those
who traveled from one flea market to another to sell their goods. They reserved
spaces so that they have certain spots in the market. More varieties of goods were
available, and thus, more choices for buyers. The third phase (2003-2013) was a
golden age of secondhand clothing. The look of Ko Mi flea market was different
from the way it used to be as it became bustling with more vendors from outside
the community, from different districts and provinces, particularly, secondhand
clothing vendors from the three southern border provinces because this type of
goods became attractive to buyers of all age and gender groups.

Keywords: dynamics, Ko Mi flea market, trading
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abstract
The objective of this study was to investigate the practice of everyday life through a
secondhand clothes trading cycle in Ko Mi flea market and other areas. This is a
qualitative study using non-participatory observations, in-debt interviews with the

market owner, secondhand clothes vendors, and buyers totaling 16 informants. The
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data were categorized, interpreted, and conclusions were drawn. The results of the
study reveal that there are two main groups of secondhand clothes vendors. One
group sells their goods only at Ko Mi flea market while the other sells theirs at Ko Mi
flea market and other flea markets. They have Mondays off for ordering and sorting
their goods. To open an area for selling secondhand clothes so that they have a site
in Ko Mi flea market, most vendors start by following their friends who sell their
goods at Ko Mi flea market, then they contact the market owner to locate their stall
at a spot that can be seen easily. The route of the secondhand clothes is through
Malaysia and middlemen in Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat. Another route is through
Rong Kluea market, and the other sources are websites of secondhand clothes. At
the beginning goods are transported with their vendors, and later, goods are
transported by trucks and delivered to the vendors. Payments for the goods can be
made in several ways such as money transfer through a bank or the vendors can sell
the goods first and then make a payment before making the next order goods.
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