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ABSTRACT

This survey research study aimed to compare the maternal-infant bonding
of teenage postpartum mothers with full-time parenting and non-full-time parenting who were
checked up 45 days after birth at general hospitals and central hospitals in the South of Thailand.
Convenience sampling was used during May-November 2012. The sample consisted 258 teenage
postpartum mothers with full-time parenting and 53 with non-full-time parenting. The instrument
was a questionnaire which has two parts: the first covered personal information and information
about pregnancy and childbirth, and the second covered maternal-infant bonding, divided into
two aspects: feeling toward the baby and behavior to show their love and bonding, recorded
on a combined score of 0-120. The questionnaire was developed based on literature review. The
content validity was evaluated by 3 experts yielding a content validity index (CVI) of .90,
and the reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of .71.
Data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and chi-square for

demographic data, and Mann-Whitney U test for comparison of maternal-infant bonding.



®)

The results are summarized as follows:

1. Maternal-infant bonding of full-time parenting teenage postpartum
mothers was at high level in both aspects (M = 57.42, SD = 3.68 and M = 55.31, SD = 5.15)
respectively.

2. Maternal-infant bonding of non-full-time parenting teenage postpartum
mothers was at high level in both aspects (M = 55.69, SD = 5.25 and M = 51.87, SD = 7.23)
respectively.

3. In comparison of maternal-infant bonding the result show that maternal-
infant bonding score of full-time teenage postpartum mothers (mean rank =164.34)
was higher than that of non-full-time teenage postpartum mothers (mean rank = 115.40)
(p <.001).

In conclusion, the maternal-infant bonding of full-time parenting mothers was
statistically significantly higher than that of non-full-time parenting mothers. However, the

maternal-infant bonding was at a high level in both groups.
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dofom | nquAsayasdIeRues (1=258) | NqUIABIYATAIEAUIBILNIEIN (n=53)
M SD M SD
1. 3.9070 36248 3.8491 36142
2. 3.8450 65363 3.7547 70454
3. 3.8992 33811 3.7170 60056
4, 3.8876 35143 3.7170 60056
5. 3.9574 20243 3.8113 52097
6. 3.9496 23626 3.8868 31988
7. 3.9380 27196 3.8113 39500
8. 3.5814 70791 3.3962 79275
9. 3.8953 33110 3.7170 53268
10. 3.0853 1.42261 3.2264 1.17082
1. 3.8953 57230 3.8113 62193
12. 3.8721 54658 3.7736 66914
13. 3.8837 46055 3.6981 72284
14, 3.9109 33563 3.7736 42252
15. 3.9147 30638 3.7547 51537
16. 3.6705 77157 3.4717 74946
17. 3.6860 74220 3.6226 81397
18. 3.4690 95878 2.8302 1.34072
19. 3.7713 52006 3.2830 1.02615
20. 3.5698 81628 3.2830 1.14987
21. 3.8372 45482 3.6415 65323
22, 3.7829 53604 3.2075 94784
23. 3.9419 26559 3.8491 36142
24, 3.9147 43273 3.9811 13736
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' dy Y
NANLAIIYATAIYAULID (n=258)

F
NUIALAYATAIBAUIDIUNAIU (n=53)

VAN
M SD M SD
25. 3.7636 .54586 3.5660 93046
26. 3.8837 53845 3.6415 98243
27. 3.9031 35603 3.8679 34181
28. 3.7791 58651 3.8302 37906
29. 3.1395 1.26764 2.7358 1.40262
30. 3.1938 1.00642 3.0566 1.00795
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