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ABSTRACT

The study on the identities and negotiations of cross-border Muslim laborers in
the Padang Besar Thailand-Malaysia borderland is a qualitative research with the objectives to
investigate: 1) identities of cross-border Muslim laborers in the Padang Besar Thailand-Malaysia
borderland, and2) negotiations of cross-border Muslim laborers in the Padang Besar Thailand-
Malaysia borderland. Related concepts and studies were reviewed, and the data were collected
through non-participatory observations and in-depth interviews with 32 informants consisting of
cross-border Muslim laborers and local residents on topics about identities and negotiations of
cross-border Muslim laborers. The data were then classified, decoded, interpreted and concluded.
The study found that:

In the Padang Besar Thailand-Malaysia borderland, there were people of
different ethnic constantly crossing the border, both the state and ethnic borders. Cross-border
Muslim laborers formed their identities through their dress, language, religion, ritual and beliefs.
These identities were ethnic identities which were the borderlines that excluded Muslim laborers
from other groups. In addition, the definition given to cross-border Muslim laborers was that they
were laborers who were honest, persevere, reliable, and religious. Another definition given to
them by others was that cross-border Muslim laborers were not well-educated and wanted to seek
new experience.

Negotiations which were strategies used by cross-border Muslim laborers in the
Padang Besar borderland were found as follows. Muslim laborers negotiated with their
hometowns in order to become cross-border laborers. They negotiated with rules and regulations
of their national state and those of the market in crossing the border without having their

documents regularly stamped, and they also avoided applying for a Malaysian work permit.

(4)



Muslim laborers built reliability in order to negotiate with their employers. They used their being
straight-forward and their being unable to speak Malay to negotiate with their fellow laborers.
Cross-border Muslim laborers also negotiated with buyers by expressing their unwillingness to
give service, and they negotiated with their religion by not dressing according to the

requirements.
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