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Thesis Title An Evaluation of a Project to Expand Area under Oil Palm
Plantation in Three Border Provinces in Southern Thailand:

A Case Study of Narathiwat Province
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Academic Year 2011

ABSTRACT

The purposes of the present study were 1) to evaluate operational arrangements of the
Project to Expand Area under Oil Palm Plantation in Narathiwat province in terms of its context,
input, process and product. 2) to study some socio-economic characteristics of farmers who
participate in the project; 3) to assess the farmers’ knowledge of oil palm before and after
participating in the project; 4) to analyse the farmers’ participatory involvements with the
project; and 5) to study problems associating with of the project’s operational arrangements.

The study used both quantitative and qualitative techniques to analyze the data-collected
with from two groups of respondents. The first group consisted of 131 farmers participating in the
project. The second group consisted of two officials of the Narathiwat Land Development
Department and the Takbai Agricultural Office and one from the Oil Palm Farmers Cooperatives
in Narathiwat province. The obtained data were analyzed using frequencies, percentages,
minimum and maximum values, means and standard deviations. Pearson correlation coefficients,
logistic regression, and CIPP model were also employed as analytical tools for data analysis.

It was found that most of the farmers were late middle aged male. After participating in
the project, their knowledge of oil palm was higher than before. However, they moderately
participated in the project. The factors affecting their participation in the projects were age,
number of years of participation, allocated to the project, their decisions to convert fertile land
into oil palm plantation, and their knowledge of oil palm management after participating in the

project. Problems of rodent damaging oil palm shoots and fruit bunches were the most important.
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ARE 1 0.090 0.484 -0.149 0.213 0.137
TIB 1 0.800 0.043 -0.113 0.065
TIA 1 -0.108 0.056 0.060
CAR 1 -0.259 0.015
KNB 1 0.235
KNA 1
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Knowledge and its Improvement on Oil Palm Plantation Management of Farmers

Participating

in the Project for Restoring Abandoned Paddy Fields to Expand Oil Palm Plantation Area

in Takbai District, Narathiwat Province
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Abstract

Farmers’ knowledge is an important factor

contributing to an achievement of the oil palm

management goals, especial for those who participate

in the project for restoring abandoned paddy fields to

expand oil palm plantation area in Takbai district,

Narathiwat province. The objectives of this research

were  to  analyze  farmers’  socioeconomic
characteristics and their knowledge level on oil palm
plantation management. The research samples
consisted of 131 farmers participating in the project.
These samples were selected using simple random
sampling method. Structured questionnaires were
used as means of data collection. Data were analyzed
using appropriate descriptive  statistics  including
frequency, minimum, maximum, mean, standard
deviation and paired t-test. The results found that
majority of farmers were male, primary school with an
average age of 56.82 years. After participating in the
project, farmers’ knowledge was  improved
significantly for all relevant management aspects. The
results are useful for project manager to implement
activities and its

the project management of

knowledge.

Keywords:
Abandoned Paddy Field, Oil Palm

Knowledge, Project for Restoring
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