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Academic Year 2010
Abstract

The research aims to study (1) the social and economic features of the farmers
participating in the project (2) the farmers' behavior on the project participation (3) impact on
the project participation and (4) the farmers' attitudes towards the project. The secondary and
primary data was compiled. The sampling group was purposively defined as 120 cooperative
members which participate in the project. The structured questionnaires were applied in the
data collection. The data was analyzed by the descriptive statistics i.e. frequency distribution,
percentage. Meanwhile, the quantitative analysis is applied by t-statistic.

The results reveal that the farmers taking part in the project are mostly female.
The average age is 46.0 years old. The respondents are married status, and staying as couples.
They are mostly Buddhists, and primary level educated. The household members are 4.2 people
in average. The members, who are in childhood or studying, are 1.5 people / household.
The members, who are as workforce, are 2.5 people / household. The farmers, 70.0%, are doing
rubber plantations as their main career. Their supplementary careers are implemented in and
out of the agricultural sectors such as rice farming, fishery, animal raising, trading, working for
wages, etc. The land area ownership is 15.8 rais / household in average while the rubber
plantations mostly cover 9.0 rais / household in average.

Besides being the cooperative members, the farmers are the members of the
community-based microfinance, which are village fund, saving group, BAAC group,
housekeeper agriculturist group, older fund, farmers group, vocational groups, etc. Most of
the mentioned organizations locate around the community, which are very convenient to access
the services. The cooperative membership period is 9.3 years in average. The farmers join
various cooperative activities i.e. financing, saving, selling-buying transaction, and agricultural

extension.



(6)

All farmers taking part in the project are qualified as following details. They are in
debt condition, and the total debt amount is 100,000.- baht in maximum. The farmers are
informed of the project details, advised, and convinced to join the project by the cooperative
officers, who are the cooperative management team, committee, and members. The majority
view that the project period is suitable. The farmers, 72.5%, participate everytime in the project
activities, and other activities scheduling by cooperative.

The results after the project participation in the aspects of net income, debt condition,
and saving reveal as details. The farmers' average net income increases with the statistical
significance (P = 0.000). The increment amount is 52,714 baht/household/year. The farmers'
average debt amounts decrease, which is 17,893 baht/household/year. However, the amount
decreases without the statistical significance (P = 0.317). The saving amount increases with the
statistical significance (P = 0.000), which is 12,457.- baht/household/year. The farmers are
capable to recover their current career and start new or supplementary career. The farmers
group themselves as clusters according to the career restoring plan i.e. livestock raising,
cultivation, fishery, rice farming, gardening, etc. In addition, the farmers participate in
the community and cooperative activities more frequent than the previous practice.

The farmers' attitudes towards the project are listed as details. The farmers rate their
attitudes towards the whole project in the moderate level with the average point 3.22.
The support provided by the government through the project helps enhance the economy and
solve the debt problems as well as the farmers' poverty. This results in the farmers' career
recovery opportunity. Finally, the farmers access the facilitations served by the cooperative

officers and the responsible government agent in the moderate level.
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