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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to investigate: (1) the development of
rubber production patterns in Namorbun Sub-district, Chulaporn District, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province; (2) the production and marketing characteristics of rubber unsmoked sheet and rubber
latex; (3) livelihoods of households producing rubber unsmoked sheet and households producing
rubber latex; and (4) the relationship of livelihood outcomes between debt and capital (or asset) in
rubber unsmoked sheet producing households and rubber latex producing households. The
sample size for quantitative investigation was 187 households of which 70 represented rubber
unsmoked sheet producing households and 117 represented latex producing households.
Quantitative data were collected by means of personal interview using structured questionnaire.
The sample size for qualitative investigation was 10. Qualitative data were collected using semi-
structured questionnaire. Descriptive statistics and Chi-square test were employed in the
statistical analysis.

Findings revealed that rubber farmers in Namorbun Sub-district have developed
and improved their rubber production patterns continuously through their self-learning and as a
result of the state extension effort to change rubber production patterns in corresponding to the
market demand and the development of rubber industry. The development of rubber production
patterns in the study areas has evolved along 3 periods - (1) rubber forest period, (2) rubber
replanting periods, and (3) industrial period. Currently, production and marketing characteristics
of both households groups were similar. The majority households practiced monocropping of
rubber. However, producing rubber unsmoked sheet involved more steps than producing rubber

latex. They mainly sold their rubber products to local middlemen.
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With respect to livelihoods of both household groups, the findings revealed that
households producing rubber unsmoked sheet faced the problems of the shortage of water to be
used in the production process and complicated production process, while latex producing
households faced the problems of low dry rubber content in their rubber latex and lack of related
information. Both groups of households had the same production related capitals/assets, but
differed in human and financial capitals. They received indifferent policies and extension efforts.
Their livelihood adaptation strategies differed with respect to adjustment of patterns and methods
of production. For livelihood outcomes, rubber unsmoked sheet producing households had more
savings and higher ability to pay their debt than rubber-latex producing households. Nevertheless,
both households groups were equally satisfied in all aspects of living.

Statistical Test of relationships between capitals/assets in the household
production system and livelihood outcomes with respect to debt revealed that among rubber
unsmoked sheet producing households there were significant relationships between debt and the
following variables: experience in rubber production; number of non-household hired labor; size
of untapped young rubber plantation; overall household income; income from farming activities;
savings; income from rubber plantation; income from other farming activities; and membership of
local organizations and groups. While capital/asset variables which were significantly related to
the debt among rubber-latex producing households included: educational attainment of household
heads; size of tapped rubber plantation; income from rubber plantation; non-farm income;

savings; and membership of local organizations and groups.
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Livelihood Outcome

- More-Income

= Increase well-
being

- Reduce
Vulnerability

- More sustainable
use of NR base

= Improve Food

Security

[Livelihood assets : H= Human Capital, N= Natural Capital, F= Financial Capital, P= Physical

Capital, S= Social Capital ]

Alszney 1 ATPUMININUMIAITIFNBE19898 (Sustainable Livelihood Framework)
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Abstract

Under socio-economic change that effect uncertain rubber price, rubber farmers
were forced to adjust for survival. The livelihood of rubber unsmoked sheet farmer household and
rubber latex farmer household are different in both socio-economic status and production
operation. In this research study, Livelihoods comparison between Rubber Unsmoked Sheet
Producing Households (USH) and Rubber Latex Producing Households (RLH) is emphasis on
inter linkage livelihood components as present household constraint face, farm household asset or
capital, plan and policy supporting, appropriate strategies for adjustment and output of livelihood,
respectively. Then the result revealed that in the issue of present household constraint face, there
was found USH has more constraint faced with labor shortage than RLH. In the issue of farm
household asset or capital, there are different in human capital Financial Capital but similar in
natural resource capital between USH and RLH. For plan and policy supporting, there was found
that both types of households have received such as knowledge about production and marketing
from ORRAF and OAE. In the issues of appropriate strategies for adjustment, there were different
appropriate strategies for sustainable livelihood between USH and RLH such as the
transformation rubber product form USH trend to change rubber product form rubber sheet to
rubber latex and cup lump, while RLH trend to change product form from rubber latex to cup
lump under the important factors as working time and rubber price situation. For output of
livelihood, the result shown that USH have more income and saving fund than RLH, while RLH
has more dept situation than USH.
o o w o A o A 4 A A o A 4 s
ATFIAY : NITATTITN, ATUTDUNHATNITNAAAYNULUNUAL, ATUTDUNHATNINHAAUIYNTR
Keywords : Livelihood, Unsmoked Sheet Producing Households, Rubber Latex Producing

Households.
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