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Abstract

This is a comparative study of two versions of the
work of Thai folk literature, "The Five Buddhas" : the
southern Thai version from Pattani and the central Thai
version found at the National Library in Bangkok. The study
compares their literary style, philosophical content as well

as the two societies depicted in the twe works.

These two versions of "The Five Buddhas"™ have the
following similarities. Both versions are in the form of
"Samut Thail" - a whitened long book made of pulp from trees
and are written with black ink in the early Rattanakosin
Thai script. They are also both composed in YKaap" ( a kind
of Thai verse form}. The theme of both is that each man gets
- what he deservea. The plot recounts the birth of the Five
Buddhas and the Paramattha (the Absolute Truth) in chrono-
logical order. Narrative, descriptive, methaphorical and

didactic dictions are used in both works.

As for their differences, the number of lines in

each page are different and there are more lines in Khmer
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script in the scuthern Thai version than in the central

Thai version. "Raal" (a kind of Thai poetry) and illustrative
expressions appear in the southern Thai version only. The
First chapter of the southern Thai version deals with the
Five Buddhas and the second with the Paramattha. The first
chapter of the 39%9th in the central Thal version, however,
refers to Buddhakosajarana translating dharma in Ceylon. The
second ccncentrates on the Paramattha. The first chapter of
the 40th in the central Thai version describes the birth of
the Five Buddhas and the second the visit to Phra Malai Chedi
in Pegu. In addition, the prologues and the epilogues differ

in each work.

The philosophical content that the Buddha expreszes
in both versions deals with the three Punnazkiriyavatthu (the
three items of meritorious action), the belief in power,
miracles, inearnation, heaven, hell, and devas, knowledge
of the four Ariyasacca (the four noble truths of Buddhism),
Tilakkhana (the Three Signs of Being), Pagiccasamuppéda (the
law of Dependant Origination), the virtues of great assis-
tance, Kusalamula (root of good actioh), Akusalamula (root
of bad actlon), Pahicasila (the Five Rules of Morality), the
seven Bojjnanga (the seven Constituents of Enlightenment)
and the belief in Nirvana. The idea of destiny as determined
one's past deeds, the belief in Jjati (rebirth), and Bhava
(state of existence) are included in the southern Thai
version only.
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Both works describe Buddhist and agricultural
communities with respect to cultivation practices and
social values towards parents and teachers. Only in the
central Thai version is the tradition of preaching a sermon
cn the story of the last great incarnation of the Buddha
inc¢luded. Regarding the agricultural scciety, the Scuthern
Thai version describes neighbors gathering abt harvest time
to help one another whereas the central cone des¢ribes the
use of cows in ploughing, Furthermore, the southern Thal
version depicts a peaceful society rich in resources. This
iz not emphasized in the ¢entral Thai version. The tradition
of betel chewing and the use of dialect also appear only in

this version.
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