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Abstract

This Thesis has an aim to analyze, interpret and synthesize Plato’s philosophy
of education by means of a documentary research method. The findings were as
follows.

1. The foundation of Plato’s philosophy of education : his philosophy of
education is metaphysically based on dualism of human nature, consisting of body
(physical objects) and mind or soul (spiritual beings) in accord with holistic or integrative
approach. His view obviously rests on the concept of Form or Idea which is considered
as a priori substantial form. When a human being is developed in balance both
physically and mentally or spiritually, he is enlightened and intuitionalized to realize the
world of Form. Thus the education as conceived by Plato is the interactive process
through which a human being can be trained and developed both physically and
mentally or spiritually in equilibrium as well as integration between the two under the
environments both social and natural, which are necessary conditions for the cultivation
of human potentials or socialization. The process is so done as to win groups of
qualified persons, consisting of the masses, the military and the philosopher kings, of
whom the last one is the best one who is considered to be the wise man as well as the
well-rounded administrator as he holds four cardinal virtues, namely, temperance,
courage, wisdom and justice, all of which are together the topmost goal of the education
for a good citizen of a society or city-state.

2. Plato’s educational philosophy : educational processes, whether
curriculum, learning and teaching process, house of learning or educational

administration, all of which must be, according to Plato, run and controlled absolutely by



the state as to do it effectively. Therefore the state has the upper hands over the other
agencies in running the public houses of learning in order to provide the citizens of the
city-state with the educational services under the full responsibilities of the philosopher
king and his associate bureaucrats within a period of the clearly defined terms in the
office. Education administration is a bureaucratic model. The curriculum consists of four
levels of study, that is, the first focuses on musics (litterateur, history, music) mathermatic
basic, gymnastic. The second concentrates on mathermatics (arithmetic, geometry,
solid geometry) harmonics, The third on dialectic and fourth on internship for state
administration. The teaching method favoured by Plato is that of lecture and dialogue.
In a nutshell, the education promulgated by Plato is the topmost foundation or
necessary condition for socializing good and excellent citizens who in return will make
up a good society and state, both of which by and large stand for a better or peaceful

living of the city state’s citizens.
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