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Abstract

This is a qualitative study of adolescents and culturally violent behavior in
Muang district, Satun province, with aims at studying the forms of violence and factors
determining the violence behavior as well as studying culturally violence management against the
adolescents. The samples comprises eight adolescent with ages ranging 15-25 years, five
inspector police of Satun provincial police station, three inspector police of Chalung sub-district
police station, eight adolescents’ guardians, the sub-district headmen or village headmen, or the
assistants of village headman, sub-district or village of which the violence took place.

The results were:

1. There were various forms of violence explored among the adolescents,
namely adolescents as the violence victims, as violence doers and as both (victims and doers).
The violence behaviors of adolescents were absorbed through their family, school, friends
(activities) and community. Originally the violence was in the forms of threatening, punching,
beating with wood without any vital weapons. Conversely at present it appears using a pistol for
hurting or killing the opposite side extremely.

2. The factors determining violence behaviors were namely family, group of
school friends, mutual activities with negative friends, community, roles of religious institutes as
well as strength of community’s head. When the social structures such as the family institution,
the educational institution and the community were weak, it caused a structural violence and
became cultural or symbolic violence. The community can accept and are tolerant to the violence
taking place with their thought and belief of that these risky conducts occur and disappear when
beyond teen age. Additionally, they thought that inspecting the adolescences who were not their
descendents was not their duty but their duty was watching only their descendents. Since the
social and surrounding conditions their descendents could completely have an opportunity of

risky behaviors and inspecting their descendents did not cover all places, time, it brought about a



®)

social control that affected the concept and belief of them. The adolescents from both the
communities considered carrying a weapon showed having a power that could help their groups
of friends even in the opposite’s areas. The thought and belief as mentioned influenced leading to
the direct / physical violence.

3. For the violence management toward the adolescents of both communities,
two forms of management explored were: management by themselves, when a conflict took
place, the adolescents asked their powerful senior for clearing it up by talking, which resulted in
being accepted the power and the violence was obstructed, and when the cultural system of power
was not accepted by the opposite, the violence still exists; management by the powerful person
appointing provincial administrators covering communities’ heads but the violence among them
still continuously exist. This was since, from the in-depth interviews, in the community the
adolescents making a conflict were considered making a trouble for their family and community,
which led to separating them into two groups- educated group and uneducated group. The group
of adolescents with good conducts and aggression were definitely judged or classified by the
society that which one is good or bad. Even through some adults attempted to change those
behaviors, it could not be accomplished as expected. As a result, the majority of them were
pushed into being marginal persons of the society and automatically returned to the bad group as

mentioned, which eventually led to problems of society in the future.
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